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Disclaimer in plain language

Opinions are like noses, everyone has one !

You are going to see mine in this course !!

We are simply sharing our perspective.

This is not investment advice or recommendation.

Ron, and I are not a financial advisors.

This course is for educational purposes only.

Form your own opinion, make your own investment decisions.

Disclaimer – in plain language:
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 Market Update
 Bonds

 The basics
 The yield curve
 Bond Ladders

 Questions

Third Class –  Sep. 17th 
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Factset  Earnings Estimates 9/12/25
• Q325 S&P 500 EPS growth 7.6% .. Was 7.2% at start of quarter
• EPS for 2025 $268.74, 10.6% rise over 2024, $0.16 higher than last week
• EPS for 2026 - $304.52,  13.3% rise over 2025, $0.66 higher than last week
• Fwd. looking P/E = 22.5
• 12 month target for the S&P 500 7310, 11% higher than close on 9/12
• CFRA on 9/12/25 - EPS for 2025 $265.63, $0.18 higher than last week
• CFRA - EPS for 2026 $302.04, $1.30 higher than last week
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10.6%

13.3%

https://advantage.factset.com/hubfs/Website/Resources%20Section/Research%20Desk/Earnings%20Insight/EarningsInsight_091225.pdf 

https://advantage.factset.com/hubfs/Website/Resources%20Section/Research%20Desk/Earnings%20Insight/EarningsInsight_091225.pdf
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2/19/2025 – 6144.75.27
Factset® 2025 EPS = 271.45
CFRA 2025 EPS = 267.49 (Implied PE = 23)

7/3/2025 – 6279.35
Factset® 2025 EPS = 264.15

9/15/2025 – 6615.28
Factset® 2025 EPS = 268.74
CFRA fwd. 12 months =  280.77
Implied PE = 23.6



Market Breadth – another way
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ETF YTD gain to 9/16

QQQ 15.6%

SPY 12.6%

IWM 7.8%

RSP 7.4%
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https://www.marketinout.com/chart/market.php?breadth=advance-decline-line 
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Weekly Market direction
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B6Qc_gjpshXMclkzQ245d2R1eTQ?resourcekey=0-5pWglNqaJPJ12L2qYurMWg 

guywerner@verizon.net

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B6Qc_gjpshXMclkzQ245d2R1eTQ?resourcekey=0-5pWglNqaJPJ12L2qYurMWg
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B6Qc_gjpshXMclkzQ245d2R1eTQ?resourcekey=0-5pWglNqaJPJ12L2qYurMWg
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B6Qc_gjpshXMclkzQ245d2R1eTQ?resourcekey=0-5pWglNqaJPJ12L2qYurMWg


Market Summary – Stockcharts®
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Stockcharts.com  Main Screen  Market Analysis
New feature – Market Summary
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US govt bonds – TLT & SGOV

SGOV – Short term 0 to 3 month US treasuries



A drop in the dollar
• Positive for Big tech
• Negative for reducing 

inflation from commodities
• Headwind for foreign 

investors in US equities
• Tailwind for US investors to 

invest abroad.
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U.S. Dollar

11% depreciation 
in the US dollar in 
YTD 2025 
Next support is 6 
to 8% lower.



 Market Update
 Bonds

 The basics
 The yield curve
 Bond Ladders

 Questions

Third Class –  Sep. 17th 
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What is a CD or a Bond?

• Investor loans money to an 
issuer under a contract.
• Defined interest rate
• Defined duration.

• Issuer pays contracted interest 
to the investor periodically.

• Issuer pays back the invested 
principal to the investor upon 
maturity.

COUPONS

INVESTED  
PRINCIPAL

RETURN OF  
PRINCIPAL

For illustrative purposes only
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Bond Definitions - resource

 U.S. Treasury Bond
 https://www.investopedia.com/terms/t/treasurybond.asp

 Corporate Bond
 https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/corporatebond.asp

 Municipal Bond
 https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/municipalbond.asp

 General Obligation Bond
 https://www.investopedia.com/terms/g/generalobligationbond.asp

 Revenue Bond
 https://www.investopedia.com/terms/r/revenuebond.asp
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Why do most people buy Bonds ?

 They want Relative Safety (vs. stocks for example) 
 They want less Volatility
 They want “Fixed Income” (regular income) 
 They want tax-efficiency
 They want to preserve capital 
 They want to minimize big losses
 They want better annualized yields than savings 

accounts
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Risks in a Bond

 Prepayment risk - The possibility that a bond issue will be paid off 
earlier than expected is known as prepayment risk. This often occurs 
through a call provision.
 Reinvestment Risk – Low in a rising rate environment.
 Loss of planned return over call/issue price

 Default Risk - The possibility that a bond issuer will not be able to 
make interest or principal payments when they are due.

 Interest Rate risk - Interest rate risk is the possibility that interest 
rates will be different than the investor expected over the life of the bond. 
If interest rates decline significantly, you face the possibility of prepayment 
as firms exercise call features. If interest rates rise, you risk holding a bond 
with below-market rates that may lose value.
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Bond Credit Ratings – three major agencies
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Credit Rating Descriptions
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US Treasuries

 Bills – short term one year or less
 Zero coupon Bonds

 Notes – medium term 2 to 10 years
 Interest paid semianually

 Bonds – long term 10+ years
 Interest paid semianually

 All interest is taxed federally
 Tax free in most states including DE, PA and NY

 Muni bond interest is tax free federally and in the state the muni 
lies in

 Corporate bond income is taxed both federally and in states
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https://am.jpmorgan.com/us/en/asset-management/adv/insights/market-insights/guide-to-the-markets/ 
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 Suppose you bought a bond last year with a coupon rate of 5%, when 
market rate of interest was also 5%, and you paid $1,000 per bond. 

 Next year, market rate of interest has risen to 6%.
Obviously, a buyer would not pay $1,000 for a bond yielding 5% when the buyer 
could buy new $1,000 bonds with current coupon rates of 6%. The buyer would 
expect to get at least 6%, which means that this bond will sell at a discount (less 
than $1,000) in order to be competitive with current bonds.

 Conversely, if market rates of interest fall to 4%.  
Obviously, a seller would not sell the bond for $1,000 for a bond yielding 5% when 
the buyer would have to pay $1000 to buy new bonds with current coupon rates of 
4%. The seller would expect to get at least 5%, which means that this bond will sell 
at a premium (more than $1,000) in order to be competitive with current bonds.

 This is relevant if you buy and sell a bond.  It is not relevant if you buy a 
bond at issue and hold it to maturity.
 If you buy after issue – Premium / Discount and YTM are relevant.

Bond values & Interest Rates
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Current Fixed Income Yields
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Schwab website data – 9/14 S&P 500 dividend yield on 9/14 = 1.25%
from YCharts
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Bond - Investment Return

 Interest (Quarterly, Semi-Ann, Annual etc.)
 Capital Gain or Loss (at sale or maturity)

 The sum of both cash flows, over time =
         total annualized Yield
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Understanding Yields

 Coupon Rate – set at initial offering
 Your Yield depends on what price you buy the bond at, if you buy it 

in the secondary market after issue and how long you hold it.
 Price of the bond
 Your cost includes accrued interest

 Yield to Maturity
 Yield to Worst
 Yield to Call

 Depends on the terms of the call

https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/022516/understanding-different-types-bond-yields.asp 
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Bond Yields
US Treasury examples – similar maturities 2034 - 2036
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Different COUPON
(annual interest paid)

Similar Yield to Maturity

WHY?  In the lower red highlighted bond, annual yield is mostly from interest 
capital loss at maturity.

             In the top green highlighted bond, annual yield from interest is smaller, 
but a portion of yield comes from capital gain at maturity.

Taxation on capital gains or losses – complicated and depends on whether held to 
maturity and the de-minimis rule.  Consult your accountant / tax advisor.

Rajeev Vaidya

Different pricesCUSIP

Description Coupon Maturity Quantity Price Min Max YTM YTW1 Accrued InteEstimated Total
US Treasury 3.875% 08/15/2034, 91282CLF6 3.875 8/15/2034 25 99.26563 5 25000 3.973 -- 84.24 24,900.65
US Treasury 4.25% 11/15/2034, 91282CLW9 4.25 11/15/2034 25 101.9375 5 25000 3.995 -- 358.02 25,842.40
US Treasury TIP 2.125% 01/15/2035, 91282CML2 2.125 1/15/2035 25 103.882 10 5000 1.674 -- 93.03 26,657.48
US Treasury 4.625% 02/15/2035, 91282CMM0 4.625 2/15/2035 25 104.7188 10 5000 4.018 -- 100.54 26,280.23
US Treasury 4.5% 02/15/2036, 912810FT0 4.5 2/15/2036 25 104.25 10 4975 3.997 -- 97.83 26,160.33



US 5-year TIPS
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https://tradingeconomics.com/united-states/5-year-tips-yield 

• Principal is adjusted by CPI rate annually.
• Earn coupon on higher principal value.
• Phantom tax – best in IRAs
• Less liquid than normal treasuries
• Do not have the same $10K per year limit as I-bonds
• Great sources for information on tips

• Investopedia
• Treasurydirect.gov
• TIPSladder.com
• Your brokers website? 

https://tradingeconomics.com/united-states/5-year-tips-yield
https://tradingeconomics.com/united-states/5-year-tips-yield
https://tradingeconomics.com/united-states/5-year-tips-yield
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https://tradingeconomics.com/united-states/5-year-tips-yield
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https://tradingeconomics.com/united-states/5-year-tips-yield
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How can you buy bonds?
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Buy Individual Bonds
• US Treasury bonds can be bought through a Treasury Direct account 

(treasurydirect.gov) that you set up.  
• Schedule of auctions 
• All bonds (Treasury, Corporate, Municipal etc)  can be bought through a broker 

investment account or an IRA or Roth IRA
• All bonds (Treasury, Corporate, Municipal etc)  can be bought through a managed 

broker investment account for a fee. (usually less than 0.5%)
Buy Bond Funds (Mutual Funds or ETFs)
• Very important to understand the prospectus/strategy of the fund
• Both broad-market index or managed ETFs exist. (FBND, VGLT, MINT)
• Active bond funds do better in volatile markets with changing interest rates
• Fixed maturity year – Invesco “Bullet shares” 
• Hard to assess the premium or discount to par value of the portfolio
• You can not control how other investors in the fund act.  They may sell before 

maturity for example
Rajeev Vaidya

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/221/Tentative-Auction-Schedule.pdf 
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Buying bonds

 Stocks are identified with a ticker symbol … Bonds with a CUSIP 
 Fidelity, TD Ameritrade and other brokers have tools to select 

bonds.
 Work with a bond expert on the fixed income desk at your broker.
 Understand that there are commissions and bid/ask spreads.  

Buying bonds at best prices needs some work to understand what 
options you have with the broker you use.

 Diversify
 Not too much in any one bond.
 Across bond types and industry groups within corporates.
 Across maturity horizons … short to long … in ladders.
 Buying high quality with the intent to hold to maturity minimizes 

variables / unknowns.
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Bond Ladders

 Ladders can be built with various types 
of bonds – treasuries, TIPS, corporate 
bonds, target maturity bond ETFs

 Requires you to hold bonds to maturity
 Lowers interest rate risk
 Timeframe and amount invested

 Your investment horizon
 Your portfolio diversification needs
 Your liquidity / income needs

 Taxable income in a brokerage account
 Tax deferred in an IRA
 Most brokers websites have a laddering 

tool
 Investopedia
 Perplexity.ai
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Bond Ladder

Bond maturing in 2030

Bond maturing in 2029

Bond maturing in 2028

Bond maturing in 2027

Bond maturing in 2026

Bond maturing in 2025

Spend / Reinvest
in 2030 bond / Reinvest in 
alternative assets
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SOURCE – AARP Magazine 2 / 2023

https://www.bankrate.com/ 

Lazy Cash?

For the latest rates and information go to - 

https://www.bankrate.com/


Cash in your brokerage account?

 Three common options
 Bank Sweep programs

 FDIC insured to $250K
 Offer very low rates below 0.5%

 Money Market Sweep Programs - Not FDIC insured
 VMFXX – Default sweep at Vanguard
 SPAXX – standard sweep for most Fidelity accounts
 Many different Money Market Mutual Funds offered by Schwab – but these are not really sweeps.

 Cash management accounts – FDIC insured
 Offered at many roboadvisors – Wealthfront, Betterment, Schwab ?, Fidelity ?
 Interactive Brokers

 Key things to consider
 Is this an automatic sweep?
 What is the APY and any fees.
 What is the expense ratio on the fund?
 What is the FDIC / SIPC coverage?
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Use of AI in Investment decisions

 Ask perplexity.ai – Which sectors see the biggest gains from a 
reduction in interest rate by the Federal Reserve in a slowing 
economy? Also, do small caps see a bigger impact than big caps?

 Proposal for an Extra Curricular activity class next semester
 “How do you use AI in your investment decisions”
 Discussion, not lectures – no charts, live AI interaction if useful
 Pre-requisite – You use AI tools and are willing to share your experience with 

others in the class
 Small class – limit 20 students?
 5 weeks Feb 2nd through March 6th – Probably Wednesday at 2.30pm
 Need someone to be a co-instructor with me.

 If I get a volunteer, I will put the proposal in.  The deadline is 10/1

4017 September 2025 Rajeev Vaidya



 Market Update
 Investing in International Markets

 Currency Risk / Opportunity
 Equities

 ADRs
 Dividends and taxes

 Bonds

 Questions

Fourth Class –  Sep. 24th 
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Thanks !!

 Happy Investing !!

 My EMail
 diyinvst@udel.edu

 Class website
 http://udel.edu/~diyinvst
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