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East Coast: Maine to Florida



East Coast Shellfish Industry 

• >1400 Farms From Maine to Florida

• Primarily Small Farms <Than 10 Employees

• Collectively Harvest $157M Farm Gate Value 
54% clams; 46% oysters

• Production Increasing 5-10% annually

• Oysters >2X in 5 Years





Growout Gear Options



Virginia (2014)

Virginia Shellfish Aquaculture 
Situation and Outlook Report



• The number of farms in Rhode Island increased from 55 to 61

• The total area now under cultivation is 241.38 acres

• Oysters remained the number one aquaculture product with 8,272,172 
sold for consumption, an increase of 725,040 oysters from last year

• The farm gate value of aquaculture products for consumption was 
$5,433,948

• Oyster seed sales from RI aquaculturists was valued at $162,500 

• Combined value of aquaculture products for consumption and seed sales 
was $5.59 million 

• The number of aquaculture farm workers increased 20 percent from 142 
to 171

Rhode Island Aquaculture Industry – 2015

RI CRMC
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Shellfish Industry Development in Delaware

Google

209 Acres



Shellfish Aquaculture Industry Issues/Outlook
• Expanding Domestic Markets

• NIMBY/Social Carrying Capacity

• Vibrio parahaemolyticus and Vibrio vulnificus 

• Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs)

• Other Environmental 
Water Quality, Temperature, Ocean Acidification
Threatened Species; Red Knot (Delaware Bay) 

• Trade Issues: Imports and Exports

• New Species: Mussels, Scallops, Surf Clams





Inland Bays Shellfish Aquaculture

darc.cms.udel.edu/ibsa
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