
PENNSYLVANIA 
 
42 Pa.C.S.A. § 5322. Bases of personal jurisdiction over persons outside this Commonwealth. 
 
     (a) General rule.--A tribunal of this Commonwealth may exercise personal jurisdiction over a person (or 
the personal representative of a deceased individual who would be subject to jurisdiction under this 
subsection if not deceased) who acts directly or by an agent, as to a cause of action or other matter arising 
from such person:  
 
        1.Transacting any business in this Commonwealth. Without excluding other acts which may constitute 
transacting business in this Commonwealth, any of the following shall constitute transacting business for 
the purpose of this paragraph:  
 
             i. The doing by any person in this Commonwealth of a series of similar acts for the purpose of 
thereby realizing pecuniary benefit or otherwise accomplishing an object.  
             ii. The doing of a single act in this Commonwealth for the purpose of thereby realizing pecuniary 
benefit or otherwise accomplishing an object with the intention of initiating a series of such acts.  
             iii. The shipping of merchandise directly or indirectly into or through this Commonwealth.  
             iv. The engaging in any business or profession within this Commonwealth, whether or not such 
business requires license or approval by any 
               government unit of this Commonwealth.  
             v. The ownership, use or possession of any real property situate within this Commonwealth. 
 
        2. Contracting to supply services or things in this Commonwealth.  
 
        3. Causing harm or tortious injury by an act or omission in this Commonwealth.  
 
        4. Causing harm or tortious injury in this Commonwealth by an act or omission outside this 
Commonwealth.  
 
        5. Having an interest in, using, or possessing real property in this Commonwealth.  
 
        6.  
 (i) Contracting to insure any person, property, or risk located within this Commonwealth at the 
time of contracting. 
               (ii) Being a person who controls, or who is a director, officer, employee or agent of a person who 
controls, an insurance company incorporated in this Commonwealth or an alien insurer domiciled in this 
Commonwealth. 
               (iii) Engaging in conduct described in section 504 of the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.789, No.285), 
known as The Insurance Department Act of 1921. 
 
        7.Accepting election or appointment or exercising powers under the authority of this Commonwealth 
as a:  
             i. Personal representative of a decedent.  
             ii. Guardian of a minor or incapacitated person.  
             iii. Trustee or other fiduciary.  
             iv. Director or officer of a corporation. 
 
        8. Executing any bond of any of the persons specified in paragraph (7).  
 
        9. Making application to any government unit for any certificate, license, permit, registration or 
similar instrument or authorization or exercising any such instrument or authorization.  
 
       10.Committing any violation within the jurisdiction of this Commonwealth of any statute, home rule 
charter, local ordinance or resolution, or rule or regulation promulgated thereunder by any government unit 
or of any order of court or other government unit. 



 
     (b) Exercise of full constitutional power over nonresidents.-- In addition to the provisions of subsection 
(a) the jurisdiction of the tribunals of this Commonwealth shall extend to all persons who are not within the 
scope of section 5301 (relating to persons) to the fullest extent allowed under the Constitution of the United 
States and may be based on the most minimum contact with this Commonwealth allowed under the 
Constitution of the United States. 
 
     (c) Scope of jurisdiction.--When jurisdiction over a person is based solely upon this section, only a 
cause of action or other matter arising from acts enumerated in subsection (a), or from acts forming the 
basis of jurisdiction under subsection (b), may be asserted against him. 
 
     (d) Service outside this Commonwealth.--When the exercise of personal jurisdiction is authorized by 
this section, service of process may be made outside this Commonwealth. 
 
     (e) Inconvenient forum.--When a tribunal finds that in the interest of substantial justice the matter 
should be heard in another forum, the tribunal may stay or dismiss the matter in whole or in part on any 
conditions that may be just. 
 
 
 
 
DELAWARE 
 
DELAWARE CODE ANNOTATED  
TITLE 10.  COURTS AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURE    
PART III.  PROCEDURE    
CHAPTER 31.  PROCESS; COMMENCEMENT OF ACTIONS    
 
                                                     10 Del. C. § 3104 (2001)  
 
 § 3104. Personal jurisdiction by acts of nonresidents  
 
    (a) The term "person" in this section includes any natural person, association, partnership or corporation.  
 
 (b) The following acts constitute legal presence within the State. Any person who commits any of the acts 
hereinafter enumerated thereby submits to the jurisdiction of  the Delaware courts and is deemed thereby to 
have appointed and constituted the Secretary of State of this State the person's agent for the acceptance of 
legal  process in any civil action against such nonresident person arising from the following enumerated 
acts. The acceptance shall be an acknowledgement of the agreement of such nonresident that any process 
when so served shall have the same legal force and validity as if served upon such nonresident personally 
within the State, and  that such appointment of the Secretary of State shall be irrevocable and binding upon 
the personal representative.  
 
 (c) As to a cause of action brought by any person arising from any of the acts enumerated in this section, a 
court may exercise personal jurisdiction over any nonresident, or a personal representative, who in person 
or through an agent:  
 
    (1) Transacts any business or performs any character of work or service in the State;  
 
    (2) Contracts to supply services or things in this State;  
 
    (3) Causes tortious injury in the State by an act or omission in this State;  
 
    (4) Causes tortious injury in the State or outside of the State by an act or omission outside the State if the 
person regularly does or solicits business, engages in any other persistent course of conduct in the State or 
derives substantial revenue from services, or things used or consumed in the State;  



 
    (5) Has an interest in, uses or possesses real property in the State; or  
 
    (6) Contracts to insure or act as surety for, or on, any person, property, risk, contract, obligation or 
agreement located, executed or to be performed within the State at the time the contract is made, unless the 
parties otherwise provide in writing.  
 
 (d) Service of the legal process provided for in this section with the fee of $2 shall be made upon the 
Secretary of State of this State in the same manner as is provided by law for service of writs of summons, 
and when so made shall be as effectual to all intents and purposes as if made personally upon the defendant 
within this State; provided, that not later than 7 days following the filing of the return of services of process 
in the court in which the civil action is commenced or following the filing with the court of the proof of the 
nonreceipt of notice provided for in subsection (g) of this section, the plaintiff or a person acting in the 
plaintiff's behalf shall send by registered mail to the nonresident defendant, or to the defendant's executor 
or administrator, a notice consisting of a copy of the process and complaint served upon the Secretary of 
State and the statement that service of the original of such process has been made upon the Secretary of 
State of this State, and that under this section such service is as effectual to all intents and purposes as if it 
had been made upon such nonresident personally within this State.  
 
 (e) Proof of the defendant's nonresidence and of the mailing and receipt or refusal of the notice shall be 
made in such manner as the court, by rule or otherwise, shall direct.  
 
 (f) The return receipt or other official proof of delivery shall constitute presumptive evidence that the 
notice mailed was received by the defendant or the defendant's agent; and the notation of refusal shall 
constitute presumptive evidence that the refusal was by the defendant or the defendant's agent.  
 
 (g) The plaintiff or the plaintiff's counsel of record in the action may within 7 days following the return of 
any undelivered notice mailed in accordance with subsection 
 
 (d) of this section other than a notice, delivery of which is shown by the notation of the postal authorities 
on the original envelope to have been refused by the defendant or the defendant's agent, file with the court 
in which the civil action is commenced proof of the nonreceipt of the notice by the defendant or the 
defendant's agent, which proof shall consist of the usual receipt given by the post office at the time of 
mailing to the person mailing the registered article containing the notice, the original envelope of the 
undelivered registered article and an affidavit made by or on behalf of plaintiff specifying:  
 
    (1) The date upon which the envelope containing the notice was mailed by registered mail;  
 
    (2) The date upon which the envelope containing the notice was returned to the sender;  
 
    (3) That the notice provided for in subsection (d) of this section was contained in the envelope at the time 
it was mailed; and  
 
    (4) That the receipt, obtained at the time of mailing by the person mailing the envelope containing the 
notice, is the receipt filed with the affidavit.  
 
 (h) The time in which defendant shall serve an answer shall be computed from the date of the mailing of 
the registered letter which is the subject of the return receipt or other official proof of delivery or the 
notation of refusal of delivery; provided, however, that the court in which the action is pending may, at any 
time before or after the expiration of the prescribed time for answering, order such continuances as may be 
necessary to afford the defendant therein reasonable opportunity to defend the action.  
 
 (i) Nothing herein contained limits or effects the rights to serve process in any other manner now or 
hereafter provided by law. This section is an extension of and not a limitation upon the rights otherwise 
existing of service of legal process upon nonresidents.  
 



 (j) When jurisdiction over a person is based solely upon this section, only a cause of action arising from 
any act enumerated in this section may be asserted against the person.  
 
 (k) This section does not invalidate any other section of the Code that provides for service of summons on 
nonresidents. This section applies only to the extent that the other statutes that already grant personal 
jurisdiction over nonresidents do not cover any of the acts enumerated in this section.  
 
 (l) In any cause of action arising from any of the acts enumerated in this section, the court may provide for 
a stay or dismissal of action if the court finds, in the interest of justice, that the action should be heard in 
another forum.  
 
 HISTORY: 11 Del. Laws, c. 192; Code 1915, § 4088; Code 1935, § 4579; 10 Del. C. 1953, § 3104; 61 
Del. Laws, c. 471, § 1; 64 Del. Laws, c. 52, § 1; 70 
 Del. Laws, c. 186, § 1. 
 
 
 
 
ARIZONA 
 
Under Rule 4.2(a) of the Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure, an Arizona court: 
 
       may exercise personal jurisdiction over parties, whether found within or outside the state, to the 
       maximum extent permitted by the Constitution of this state and the Constitution of the United States. 
 
The Arizona Supreme Court has stated that under Rule 4.2(a), "Arizona will exert personal jurisdiction 
over a nonresident litigant to the maximum extent allowed by the federal constitution." Uberti v. Leonardo, 
181 Ariz. 565, 569, 892 P.2d 1354, 1358, cert. denied, 116 S. Ct. 273 (1995). 
 
 


