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Appendix B: Verb-Object Idioms in Vietnamese

B1. Description of Nominals in Vietnamese

Vietnamese is an isolating SVO language that does not have case marking or verbal agreement. Like Korean,
its nominal phrase includes a classifier, but it is slightly different from Korean in that it takes post-nominal
modifiers. According to previous studies, a noun phrase in Vietnamese has three main parts: (i) pre-nominal
modifiers (Totality, Quantifier/Numeral), (ii) the Head (Classifier/Measure Noun, Noun), and (iii) post-
nominal modifiers: Adjective, Relative Clause, Demonstrative (Nguyen 2004, [Nguyen 2008; Diep 2005).
Some examples of complex Vietnamese noun phrases containing all of these elements are given belowﬂ

(1) a. tit.ca nhitng con méo den t6i dd nudi ay
all many Cl cat blackI Pstraise that
‘all of those many black cats (that) I took care of’

b.  toan.bd mudi cn thit ngon.lanh ma anh mubn mua nay
all ten Cl meat delicious that you want buy this

‘all of these ten kilos of delicious meat that you want to buy’

This would lead to the following structure for Vietnamese within the DP Hypothesis, ignoring modifiers
like adjectives, relative clauses, and possessors (all of which come after the head noun and could be analyzed
as adjoined to NP on the right):

! According to[Tran 2011} except for the class of special nouns, all Vietnamese nouns have to have a classifier in order to occur
with a numeral. This means that the examples below all have classifiers if they have numerals, since all of the idioms listed here
only contain nouns in the regular class.
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Alternatively, D is on the left, but its entire complement moves to Spec-DP (see, e.g.,[Simpson 2005). Either
way, what would be selected by V is not N, but D.

B2. V-N Idioms, No Functional Elements

This section lists idioms that do not include functional elements in their canonical forms (they are simply

V-N).

B2.1. Idioms that are Fixed

The first 29 idioms in our database are immutable, and do not permit any functional elements or modifiers
to be added:

3)

4)

)

(6)

(7

Ban-bé ctia  ciu chi biét dn chdo dém 1a  gidi.

friend belong you only know eat porridge evening COP good

“Your friends are only good at freeloading.” (eat evening porridge = freeload)

Khi ding tru6c Ly, Nam chi biét ngdm hét thi.

when stand before Ly Nam only know hold seed fig

‘When standing in front of Ly, Nam stays so very quiet.” (hold seed fig = be very quiet)
Thiy me gidn nhu thé, bon.ho ngdm tdim, khong dam néi gi.

see mom angry like that they hold toothpick Neg dare say what

‘Seeing their mom being angry like that, they shut down and didn’t dare to say anything.” (hold
toothpick = be very quiet)

Namva Lyda chia tay hai nam trudc.

Nam and Ly Pst divide hand two year ago

‘Nam and Ly broke up two years ago.” (divide hand = break up)

Nhiéu hoc.sinh cho biét da vugt rao ti namldp 10.

Many students give know Pst cross fence from year grade 10

‘Many students said that they have had sex since they were in grade 10.” (cross fence = have sex,
usually for the first time)



®)

9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

15)

(16)

a7)

Thiét.tinh1a  ghétmidy ma  bung lua bén d6 lim!

honest ~ COP hate several mother throw silk side that very

‘I honestly hate those bitches who acts dramatically in the other forum very much.” (throw silk =
act/do something very dramatically)

Bon.ho htia dt didu réi  dé€ mot minh tdi om 6.

they  promise all thing then let one self I hug show

‘They promised everything and then let me take care of the whole thing.” (hug show = take care
of something by oneself unwillingly)

Ly trong vdy nhung nang dang ngdm bo.hon ~ va khong vui.vé gi  dau!

Ly seem that but  she Prog hold soapberry and Neg happy what where

‘Ly looks like that but she is enduring and not happy at all.” (hold soapberry = bear pain silently)
Néu chi khong cin.than, chdong chi c6.khisé ra ngoai dn phd déy!

if youNeg careful husband you may will go outside eat noodles there

‘If you are not careful, your husband may cheat on you.” (eat noodles = cheat on someone)

Dbung bao.gi6 miia riu qua mdt thg.

Neg when dance hammer over eye worker

‘Don’t ever show off in front of people who are better than you!” (dance hammer over eye worker
= show off in front of someone who is obviously better)

Ly chi gidi vt c6 chay ra nudc, mdt ddong ciing khong mudn tiéu.

Ly only good squeeze neck pestle out water one coin also Neg want spend

‘Ly is good at being a skinflint and doesn’t want to spend even a coin.” (squeeze pestle out water
= be a skinflint)

Chém gié v6i ban.be 1a mot thi.vui phd.bién trong gidi  tré.

slash wind with friend isa hobby popular in  world young

‘Bragging with friends is a popular hobby among the young people.’” (slash wind = brag, boast,
chitchat in a slightly exaggerated manner)

Nam thuc.chit dang miia tay trong bi khi sép Nga quyét.dinh dudi Ly.

Nam actually Prog dance hand inside bag when boss Nga decided  fire Ly

‘Nam was actually secretly happy when boss Nga decided to fire Ly.” (dance hand inside bag =
be secretly happy)

Bon.ho khong dam vé  lang vi da trot an com trudc keng.

they Neg dare come village because Pst mistake eat rice before bell

‘They didn’t dare to come back to the village because they lived together without getting married.’
(eat rice before bell = live together without getting married.’

Khi 6ng Ly mait, con &ngchic.chansé dn bin.

when mister Ly die child he surely will eat mud



(18)

(19)

(20)

1)

(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

(26)

(27)

‘When Mister Ly dies, his kid will be played for a fool.” (eat mud = be played for a fool)

Cubi thang dda sinh.vién nao ciing treo mé  nhu toi!

end month Cl student which also hang mouth like I

‘At the end of every month every single student will be starving like myself.” (hang mouth = be
starving)

Cau tin  han thi chang khac nao cau mudn bdn lia giong.

you trust him the Neg different which you want sell rice seed

“You trusting him is no different from you being fooled completely.” (sell rice seed = be fooled
completely)

Khi Anh ngheo, Ly da hoan.toan ré madit.

when Anh poor Ly Pst completely turn face

‘When Anh became poor, Ly completely changed about.” (turn face = change about, to treat
someone differently)

Khi 1én sankhau, co.4y dn dnh lam.

when go.up stage she eat photo much

‘She is very photogenic when she is on stage.” (eat photo = be photogenic)

Chong cla  toi dd di bdn mudilau roi!

husband belong I Pst go sell salt long ago

‘My husband died a long time ago.” (sell salt = die)

Sau mot ngay tap VO, toi thuc.su da hét xi.qudch.

after one day practice martial.art I really Pst out bone

‘After one day practicing martial art, I am really exhausted.” (out bone = be exhausted)

Ly cam ddu bing.dang trong khu chg  nay.

Ly hold head gang in  area market this

‘Ly is the leader of the gang in this market area.” (hold head = be the leader)

Nhan tién va gid em dinh Idt long a?

receive money and now you intend flip parasol Q

“You got the money and now you plan to double cross?’ (flip parasol = double cross)

Ly dep nhung nang xé’ nho nhu mot ngudi khong ¢c6  hoc.

Ly beautiful but  she conjure Chinese.character like one person Neg have education

‘Ly is beautiful but she swears like an uneducated person.” (conjure Chinese character = swear)
Caunghi cdula ai ma Ilén mdt v6i t6i?

you think you are who then rise face with I

‘Who do you think you are to act superior to me?’ (rise face = act superior)



(28)

(29)

(30)

€19

Moi chuyén hoan.toan do Ly gidt ddy, Nam khong biét gi.

all story completely due Ly pull string Nam Neg know what

‘Linh controlled everything, Nam didn’t know anything.” (pull string = control)
Khi chi vuot can, chi chi ¢6 mot minh.

when she overcome land she only have one self

‘When she gave birth, she was by herself.” (overcome land = give birth)

Me tdici ép t6i di coi mardu  to6i khong mudn.

mom I keep pressure I go see eye thoughl Neg want

‘My mom kept pressuring me to go on an arranged date although I don’t want to.” (see eye = go
on an arranged date, usually very formal)

Mbi 1an thiy hai co gdi bdn hoa 4y, Nam thudng chay tron.

every time see two Cl girl sell flower that Nam often run hide

‘Every time seeing those two girls who prostitute themselves, Nam often runs and hides.” (sell
flower = prostitute)

B2.2. Idioms that Permit Non-Functional Elements

The next 13 permit non-functional elements like modifiers to be added:

(32)

(33)

(34)

(35)

(36)

Sau nhiéu nim hoc-hanh, ho van xdch dép  ngudi-ta.

after many year study they still carry sandals people

‘After many years of study, they are still useless.” (carry sandals = be useless, good-for-nothing)
Em dinh 1am toi mdt mct cia  minh tru6c ban.bé sao?

youintend do I lose face belong I in.front.of friend Q

‘Do you plan to make me look bad in front of my friends?’ (lose face = look bad)

Nam mubn di vudt rau ~ hium 6ng Ly thi cid dé n6 chét.

Nam want go pet whisker tiger mister Ly then just let he die

‘If Nam wants to risk himself challenging Mister Ly then let him die.” (pet whisker tiger = risk
life challenging someone)

Co6 cdtcéd cta  khach.hang nhu vy ma coi dudc sao?

you cut neck belong customer like this then see okay Q

‘Selling things overpriced like this to customers is okay with you?’ (cut neck = sell things over-
priced)

N6 chi gidi vudt dudictia miy sép!

he only good pet tail belong several boss

‘He is only good at fawning upon his bosses.” (pet tail = flatter someone, fawn upon someone)



(37) Ly subt  ngay sita lung cia  Nam.
Ly through day fix back belong Nam
‘Ly always criticize Nam.” (fix back = criticize)
(38) Gidi thi di ndn gdn cia  ngudi khac, ding gid.bo anh.hing!
good then go set vein belong person different Neg pretend hero
‘If you are tough, go threaten other people, don’t pretend to be a hero.” (set vein = threaten
someone)
39) Cau cdn ndo toi thico ich gi?
you weigh brain belong I then have benefit what
‘What’s good for you to influence my mind?’ (weigh brain = affect someone’s mind)
(40) Nam di cdn cdu cia  Ly!
Nam Pst bite hook belong Ly
‘Nam has been fooled by Ly.” (bite hook = be led on, be fooled)
(41) Anh dinh  nudt loi anh v6i em sao?
you intend swallow word you withI Q
‘Are you going to break your promise to me?’ (swallow word = break a promise)
(42) Ly chic.chansé bg dit may  sép.
Ly surely will carry ass several boss
‘Ly will surely adulate those bosses.” (carry ass = adulate)
(43) Toi c6.thé cdm chdn cia  hin dén mai.
I can holdleg belong he until tomorrow
‘I can hold him off until tomorrow.” (hold leg = hold someone off)
(44) Toisg  Ongsé bdt bai cia  anh dudc ngay!
I afraid he will catch card belong you able immediately

‘I am afraid that he will understand you right away!” (catch card = know someone’s strategy)

B2.3. Idioms that Permit Functional Elements

Six idioms permit functional elements to be added, but not modifiers like adjectives:

(45) Chong  chi khong chiu nén chi lién cingme  iip miy cdi sor dé
husbandI Neg agreeso I immediately with mother lay.down several CL basket to
ép lao.

pressure he

‘My husband didn’t agree with me so I and my mother worked together to force him to do so.’
(lay down baskets = work together to win over someone)



(46)

(47)

(48)

(49)

(50)

Nha c¢6 mbi hai dia con-gdi, nhung hai dda cubi-cung di Idp hai cai miéu.

family have only two CL daughter but  two CL end go build two CL shrine

‘There are only two girls in the family, but they ended up being single.” (build shrine = remain
single (for girls only)

Hai c6 buodn dugc may thing dua 1é 16i?

two you sell able how.many basket melon pear already

‘How much have you guys been chatting?’ (sell melon and pear = chitchat)

Ho da gian, nélai con d6  thém mot déng ddu vao lia.

they Pst angry he still have dump extra one pile oil into fire

‘He kept making things worse when they were already angry.” (dump oil into fire = make some-
thing worse, usually a fight)

Toinéi that  1a  t6i b6 cd hai tay 10i!

I say honest that I fold all two hand already

“To be honest, I already gave up.” (fold hand = give up)

Hai ngudi ndu dudc miy ndi chdo r6i?

two you cook able how.many pot soup already

‘How much have you guys been talking on the phone?’ (cook soup = chat on the phone)

B2.4. Idioms that Permit Both

The last 35 permit both functional and non-functional elements to be added:

(S

(52)

(53)

(54)

N6i cho tdi biét, cau dinh ngdm miy céi hi ddm cia  ciu dén bao-gid?

tell for I know you plan soak several Cl jug vinegar belong you till when

“Tell me, when do you plan to delay your work until?’ (soak vinegar = delay working on some-
thing)

Hom-nay Ly da lam bé  hai cdidia cla  t5irdi!

today Ly Pstdo break two CI plate belong I already

‘Ly already exposed two plans of mine today!” (break plate = expose someone’s plan/scheme)
Caudn miy qud duwa-bdcia  Hung thiy ngon  khong?

you eat several CI melon belong Hung see delicious Q

‘Did you enjoy being fooled by Hung?’ (eat melon = be fooled)

Minh sé¢ phdi di d6 c4d dbngvé cla  ngudi-tanéu cudi co.

Minh will must go throw all pile shell belong people when marry she

‘If Minh marries her, he will be with a girl who has been with many people.” (throw shells =
commit to someone who has been with many people)



(55)

(56)

(57)

(58)

(59)

(60)

(61)

(62)

(63)

Nam van quyét-dinh vdéc méy cdi nga voi to-tuéng 4y trong-khi anh ban

Nam still decide carry several Cl tusk elephant big that when he busy
kinh-khing.

awful

‘Nam still decided work for nothing when he is already awfully busy.” (carry elephant’s tusks =
work for nothing, do charitable work)

May qua forum diy dé€ én miy bo hanh cia  chung a?

you go forum that to eat several bundle onion belong they Q

‘Do you go to that forum to be tortured by them?’ (eat onion = be tortured, defeated)

Cau lam-on ngiing du ~ miy  soi ddy-dién ~ cia  cau gium toi!

you please stop swing several Cl electric.wire belong you for 1

‘Can you please stop exaggerating for me?’ (swing electric wire = exaggerate)

Néu khong can-than khi  1én mang, cAu sé dn mot dong gach cia  dan  choi LOL.

if Neg carefull when go web you will eat one pile brick belong people play LOL

‘If you are not careful when you go online, you will be bashed by the LOL players.” (eat brick =
get bashed, verbally abused)

Ban cta Ly van tiép-tuc qudng miy  trai lyu-dan cha  ho khi &n com chiéu.
friend belong Ly still continue throw several Cl grenade belong they when eat meal afternoon
‘Ly’s friends still continue bragging during the meal in the afternoon.” (throw grenade = brag,
talk big)

Néu em lam bai khong tot thi s& dugc eatvai ba ndichdo  luon rit
if youdo assignment Neg good then will allowed.to eat some three pot porridge eel very

ngon cua  me!
delicious belong mother

‘If you don’t do well on your assignment, you will be hit with a stick by Mother!” (eat eel porridge
= get hit with a stick)

Tiéu.V§ dn vai  hiiddm  chua roi!

Ti€u.Vy eat several jar vinegar sour already

“Tiéu Vy got very jealous!” (eat vinegar = be jealous)

Ly caim miy cdi sitng to t6.bd lén diu chong nang.

Ly plant several Cl horn big enormous onto head husband she

‘Ly cheated badly on her husband.” (plant horn = cheat on someone)
Nang di dd cdidit toi.nghiép ca  tdi tf  hai nim trudc roi!
she Pstkick Cl ass pitiful belong I since two year ago already

‘She dumped me two years ago.” (kick ass = dump someone)



(64)

(65)

(66)

(67)

(68)

(69)

(70)

(71)

(72)

(73)

(74)

To6i phai mudi cai mdt ndy cia  toi d€ di xin.16i Ly.

I mustsalt CI face this belong I to go appologize Ly

‘I have to bear a shame to appologize to Ly.” (salt face = bear a shame)

Ong riza  hai cditai cia  tdisubt  hai tiéng ddng.hd!.

he clean two Cl ear belong I through two hour clock

‘He yelled at me for two hours.” (clean ear = yell)

Sudt  mudinim qua, nang luén  di  mot ddéi gudc nhon hoit  tronmg bung  toi.
Through ten year ago she always walk one pair sandal sharp pointed inside stomach I

‘She always got everything of me for the last ten years.” (walk sandal inside X’s stomach =
understand X deeply, know all of their moves, get their nature)

Nhinlio thd miy condé clha laovsi i  gdi to  that lam tdi mudn 6i!
see he release several Cl1 goat belong he with bunch girl young really make I want vomit
‘Looking at him perving over those young girls makes me want to vomit.” (release goat = do
perverted things, be pervy)

Anh dinh  ém céichdnba  anh dén khi.nao?

you intend hug CI leg father you until when

‘When you do plan to stop depending on your dad?’ (hug leg = depend on someone)

Tao thach tui  cong.anddmro  déncdi gdy naycia  tao d6!

I  challenge bunch cop dare touch to Cl nape this belong I  that

‘I challenge those cops to investigate me!” (touch pape = look into, to investigate)

Dan nhédp.cu ma doi cudp cai chén com cuia  tao a? Pung c6 mo!

native immigrant then demand steal cai bowl rice belongI Q Neg have dream

‘Those immigrants want to take my job? Dream on!’ (steal rice = compete for a job)

Cau khen hoai lam Namnd ca caimiii cia  nd!

you praise constantly make Nam rise all Cl nose belong he

“You praising constantly made Nam overly proud.’ (rise nose = be overly happy/proud)

Ba Ly da ddt hai cdimii by cia  hai thing.chia subt  bao nim qua!

madam Ly Pst lead two CI nose big belong two he through how year last

‘Madame Ly controlled the two guys for so many years! (lead nose = control, make someone
obey)

Toinao dam moc céi hong nao cia ai ¢  day!

I which dare hook Cl throat which belong who stay here

‘I don’t dare to mock anyone here!” (hook throat = mock)

May di sdng  conmdtcia mayra chua?

you Pst brighten C1 eye belong you out yet



(75)

(76)

(77)

(78)

(79)

(80)

(81)

(82)

(83)

(84)

‘Have you seen the truth yet?’ (brighten eye = see the truth)

Co6 lam.on tdit cai dai vd.duyén cua cO6 ho toi!

you please turn.off Cl radio improper belong you for I

‘Please shut up for me!” (turn off radio = shut up)

Nam da loi cai dudi ban.thiu cia  hin vao phiit  chét.

Nam Pst tick.out CI tail dirty belong he in minute last

‘Nam revealed his bad side at the last minute.” (tick out tail = reveal a bad side or weakness)
Anh.taludn san.sang chia caimii dui cim.ghétciia  anh.ta vao toi.

he always ready  direct Cl point drill hateful belong he towards I

‘He is always ready to attack me!” (direct point drill = attack someone, usually verbally)

Nhin anh di, chi dit ca doan rudt cua  minh.

see he go she break all C1 intestine belong self

‘Looking at him leaving, she was so so sad.” (break intestine = be very upset, sad)

Cauclt chdn céi hong cia  Linhthi sao nang néi ha?

you keep block ClI throat belong Linh then how she talk Q

‘How can Linh talk when you keep muzzling her?’ (block throat = interrupt/muzzle someone in
a rude manner)

Nhiéu ngudi trong lang  nidy mubn dao cdi mé béo.bdnha ong Ly 4y lim!

many peoplein  village this want dig Cl mine rich  house mister Ly that much

‘Many people in this village want to make money by marrying the girl from that family of Mister
Ly!’ (dig mine = make money sneakily, usually by marrying a girl from a rich family)

May lam.on ngung nhiing cai miii vd.duyén cia  may vao chuyén cia  tao!

you please stop dip Cl nose improper belong you in story belong I

‘Can you please stop interfering my business?’ (dip nose = interfere in other people’s business)
Thi.that v6i anh 12  t6i ngifa cdi  con mdt ndy 1am  rdi!

honest with you thatI itch Emph Cl eye this much yet

“To be frank with you, I am so very irritated.” (itch eye = be irritated)

Toi thi téi s6t  hét ca cdi rudt clia  toilén, con Ly thichi ngdi ddy nhu khong.

I thil roast off all Cl intestine belong I up but Ly thi only sit there like nothing

‘I was anxious like hell when Ly just sat there like nothing.” (roast intestine = be extremely
anxious)

Mubn séng thi diing d€ ai  bdt dudc cii thop nhd cia em.

want live then Neg let who catch able Cl fontanelle small belong you

‘If you want to live, don’t let anyone know your weakness!’ (catch fontanelle = know someone’s
weakness or soft spot)
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(85) Toi dgi dé€ boc dudc céi tem baipostcia  ban!
I waitto peel able Cl stamp Cl post belong you

‘I waited to be able to be the first person who reads your post.” (peel stamp = be the first to do
something)

The following illustrate the addition of lexical and functional elements to an idiom:

(86) a.  Thii.that véi anhla toi ngifa mdt 1am  roi!

honest with you thatI itch eye much yet
“To be frank with you, I am very irritated.” (itch eye = be irritated)

b.  Thia.that véi anhla tdi ngia con mdtlam  roi!
honest with you thatI itch Cl eye much yet
“To be frank with you, I am very irritated.” (itch eye = be irritated)

c.  Thi.that v6i anhla toi ngita cai  con mdrlam  rdi!
honest with youthatI itch Emph Cl eye much yet
“To be frank with you, I am so very irritated.” (itch eye = be irritated)

d.  Thi.that véi anhla tdingifacai  conmdtnay cia  t6i lam  rdi!
honest with you thatI itch Emph Cl eye this belongI much yet

“To be frank with you, I am so very much irritated.” (itch eye = be irritated)

Another example follows:

(87) a. Ba  Lyda ddr mai cha hai thang.cha suét bao nim qua!
madam Ly Pst lead nose belong two he through how year last

‘Madame Ly controlled the two guys for so many years! (lead nose = control, make someone
obey)

b. Ba  Lyda ddr hai caimii cia hai thang.cha subt  bao nim qua!
madam Ly Pst lead two Cl nose belong two he through how year last

‘Madame Ly controlled the two guys for so many years! (lead nose = control, make someone
obey)

c. Ba  Lyda ddr hai caimii bu cha hai thang.cha subt  bao nim qua!
madam Ly Pst lead two Cl nose big belong two he through how year last

‘Madame Ly controlled the two guys for so many years! (lead nose = control, make someone
obey)

Similar examples can be found on the internet, for example:

® http://ver2.hoangsa.org/forum/archive/index.php/t-26554.html

® http://doctruyen.org/hoang-kim-dong/giai-thich-5_164744.html
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B3. V-N Idioms with Functional Elements

Section B2 lists idioms that include one or more of the functional elements D, Num, Cl in their canonical

forms.

(88)

(89)

(90)

oD

92)

(93)

(94)

(95)

Hin dang trong cdy si em gdi cia  ban  han.

he Prog plant Cl fig sister girl belong friend he

‘He is in love with his friend’s younger sister.” (plant fig = be in love with someone)

Tung toan  dnqudvd  1di trd  qud sung mdt cach than.nhién .

Tung always eat Cl lychee then return C1 fig one way calm

‘Tung is always ungrateful like nothing matters.” (eat lychee return fig = be ungrateful)

Lyviao bép r16i ding ddy chi tay ndm ngon.

Ly come kitchen then stand there point hand/finger five Cl

‘Ly came into the kitchen and stood there bossing people around.” (point five fingers = boss
people around)

Hiy biét cachthd  con tép bat  con tém d€ thanh.cong mau le.

let know way release Cl small.shrimp catch Cl1 big.shrimp to succeed  soon fast

‘Let’s achieve something big by letting go of the small thing.’ (release small shrimp catch big
shrimp = achieve something big by letting go of something small)

Dau  em c6 udn ba tic Iwgi  t6i van sé khong déi  y!

despite you have fold three unit(2.3cm) tongue I  still will Neg change idea

‘Even when you try to talk to persuade me, I will not change my mind.” (fold three units tongue
= use speaking skill to persuade someone)

Em lam.on diing sudt ~ ngay vo  diia cd ndm nhu viy!

you please no through day gather chopstick all hand like this

‘Please don’t always stereotype like this.” (gather chopsticks all hand = stereotype things or peo-
ple)

Ai c6.théngd Namda dn 6 hai long  v6i Ly?

who could expect Nam Pst eat live two stomach with Ly

‘Who would have expected that he was unfaithful with Ly?’ (eat and live two stomachs = be
unfaithful)

Payla  mot tro-choi, ciu khong can  ché mot soi téc lam tw  nhu viy!

this COP one game you Neg need split one CL hair into four like this

“This is a game, you don’t need to be petty like this!” (split a hair into four pieces = be petty,
small-minded, or meticulous)

The following example shows that the functional elements of an idiom can be changed. This idiom is
unusual in that it does not have the usual NP-internal order of Vietnamese: the usual order is Num-CI-N, but
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this idiom appears as N-Num-Cl. If the order is changed to the usual one, chi ndm ngon tay, V-Num-CI-N,
the idiomatic meaning is not available anymore. As shows, the idiom permits the numeral ndm, ‘five’,
and the classifier ngon to be omitted. The numeral can also be changed to emphasize the idiomatic reading

in (96c¢).

(96) a. Lyvao bép rdi ding ddy chi tay ndm ngon.
Ly come kitchen then stand there point hand/finger five Cl

‘Ly came into the kitchen and stood there bossing people around.” (point five fingers = boss
people around)

b. Lyvao bép 16i ding diy chi tay.
Ly come kitchen then stand there point hand/finger

‘Ly came into the kitchen and stood there bossing people around.” (point five fingers = boss
people around)

c. Lyvao bép r6i ding ddy chi tay muoi ngon.
Ly come kitchen then stand there point hand/finger ten  Cl

‘Ly came into the kitchen and stood there really bossing people around.” (point five fingers =
boss people around)

Attested examples can be found at:

® http://ngotruong.blogspot.com/2010_04_01_archive.html
® http://xebushanoi.com/forum/archive/index.php/t-7187.html

® http://ttvnol.com/threads/english-for-friends—friendsa-t—-club-the-6th-floor.478177/
page—44

Since there are so few V N idioms in Class 2 in Vietnamese, we also looked at V N V N idioms that
include functional elements. They behave the same way, in allowing the functional elements to be dropped
or replaced with another. The following idiom usually occurs with the classifier con, but it can be dropped
or replaced with others, and other functional and lexical elements may be added in addition:

97) a. Hay biét cach thd con tép bdt con tom d€ thanh.cong mau le.
let know way release C1 small.shrimp catch Cl1 big.shrimp to succeed  soon fast

‘Let’s achieve something big by letting go of the small thing.” (release small shrimp catch big
shrimp = achieve something big by letting go of something small)

b.  Haybiét cichthd tép bat  tém d€ thanh.cong mau le.
let know way release small.shrimp catch big.shrimp to succeed  soon fast

‘Let’s achieve something big by letting go of the small thing.” (release small shrimp catch big
shrimp = achieve something big by letting go of something small)
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c. Haybiét cachthd hai ba con tép nhd va  bdt mot con tom to
let know way release two three Cl small.shrimp small catch one C1 big.shrimp big to

dé thanh.cong mau le.
succeed soon fast

‘Let’s achieve something big by letting go of the small thing.” (release small shrimp catch big
shrimp = achieve something big by letting go of something small)

Attested examples illustrating these points can be found at:

® http://dechvn.net/da-den-luc-tha-con-tep-bat-con-tom-v-9425/

® http://2s.zing.vn/tin-tuc/chi-tiet.thong-bao.choi-gunny-nhan-qua-2s-bat-dau-dot—-thu-
2.3569.html

® https://www.facebook.com/HuyMeProductions/photos/pb.290309384403049.-2207520000.1410316798.
/548318765268775/2type=1

Classifiers can also be left out, just like numerals, as shown in the example below involving the idiom
‘grow Cl banyan.tree,” which typically occurs with the classifier cdy used with stick-like objects. As
shows, omission of the classifier does not affect the grammaticality or idiomaticity of the sentence. In (98c)),
we can see that the sentence has the idiomatic reading when it includes a numeral, a classifier, an adjective,
and a demonstrative in the noun phrase.

98) a. Nam trong cdy si v6i Linhlau roi.
Nam grow CI banyan with Linh long already
‘Nam has been pursuing Linh for a long time.” (grow CI banyan tree = pursue a girl’s love)
b.  Nam trong si v6i Linhlau roi.
Nam grow banyan with Linh long already
‘Nam has been pursuing Linh for a long time.” (CI omitted)
c.  Toiqga dai.dotnénda rrong moi mét cdy si gia dé v6i Lysuét  mudinim qua.
I toonaive so Pstgrow only one Cl banyan old that with Ly through ten year past

‘I tried to pursue a single old flame with Ly for ten years.” (literal: ‘I grew that one old banyan
tree with Ly for ten years.”)

Some attested examples involving this idiom can be found at:
® http://ask.fm/TylerNhi/answer/115045700957
® http://tuongtri.com/2013/09/18/cay—-si/

® http://text.123doc.org/document/2048372-vai-dieu-thu-vi-ve—-cay-si—-potx.htm
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