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I 'he Pol i t ics of  Scl f -Ful f i l lment

.SI ' I  Et , I )ON I 'OLL,. \C]K

' l 'h t '  
1r t ' rs ist t ' r t< t '  oI  r r  p l t t  t  ic  r r lat-  l tnr l  1 i t 'crr l ia l  str ' : r i r r  oI  r \nr t ' r ' r r ' : rn

"sor io logi< ' r r l  o i t i< isrrr"  is  r r ' t ' l l  cxe mpl i f i t ' r l  l l r  thc l t ' r 'crr t  Prrbl ic l r t iorr  oI
I ) r r r r i t ' l  Yirrrkr ' lor  ic l r 's  , \ ' r ' r r ,  I l t t la.s:  .Senrr ' l t i t t .g I r t r  . \e l [ - l : t r l I i l l r r ter t t  i t t  a
I l 'or l t l  ' l - t t r r ter l  ( ' l ts i r le I )ot t ' r t .  I i t t r ' [ tont  r r r t r '< loerturt i t  r - ig ic l i r t .  r r t  t i r r r rs
Ylrrrkt ' lovic l r 's  cxlrnt inrr l iot t  o l  chrrnqt ' i r t  . - \ r t r t ' r ic l r r r  r r torcs in t l rc prr : r  iorrs
<l t ' r ' l r tk '  l l rcks l r r tv l ) ( ' ts l ) ( ' (  t i \ ' ( '  rv l r t tcvt ' t .  Rirrginq ( 'cho( 's of  t l t t " 'crr l t t r r l r l
t l r .o l r r l iorr"  o l ' t l r t 's ixt i t 's .  th is rrrr i intc lv hcl l lc l  oI  the qrrcst  [o l  scl [ -
l r r l l i l l r r r t ' r r t  r ( ' - ( ' r l lo!1,-( 's  t tot  j t rs l  : rs [ ; r r< 'c;  i t  r r l rpc ' l r ls . j r rst  u ' l r t 'n i t  r ines least
I lu( ' .  Iqrrol i r rg t l r t ' l r>rrr lst l r r t r l inq centr : r l i tv  o l  scl f - fLr l I i l l rncnt lo t l rc,
I r r r r r l in r  orr t l i t i r>rr .  \ ' l r r rkt ' lovic l )  s( 'crns to Ix ' l i t ' r ' r '  thut  r l r rcst iorrs of  hrrppi-
l r t 'ss rrrr<l  r r t t ' r r r r i r r t r  i r r  l t t r r turr t  l i [ t ' r r 'cre f i ls t  r : r is t ' r l  in t l rc Iast  dt :car lcs.
I ) r t ' r l i r  t ior ts ol  i r r t r r t ; r r t ( ' t t t  < l r l r r tgt ' l rs rr  teslr l t  o l  t l re l rcr tctnrt ion of  l rn ethos
ol  st ' l l - l t r l l i l l l r r t ' r r l  r r ' i t l r i r r  r i r r r  c l r l t r r le soLrrrr I  I ) l l r t i (  u l l l r lv  i r i ; r l lpropr i : r tc i r r
I r  r r '< l r ' l r l  o l  r r>t t t t : r< t i t tg t 's1rt ' t  t ; r t ior ts.  I I  tht 's ix l i t 's  \ \ 'cr( ' l t  lc l rst  l r  1t t ' r - ior l  oI
( ' (  ( ) l r ( ) rn i (  l r lospt ' r  i l l  r r r t r l  r r ' i t l t 'sprt 'ad pol i t i<:r l  rnol l i l iz l t ion.  thc.J)rcs( ' l ' l t
r  l inr i r t t '  l : r r  ks t l r t '  r r l r t t ' r  i ; r l  cont l i t ions to strst ; r i r t  i r  l l l : r \s rr - tovcrncrr t  oI
so< i : r l  r . t ' r 'o lut i ( ) l l  l ( ) rut( l< ' r l  r ryrort  thc sc:rrc l t  for  sel f - f r r l f i l l r r r t ' r r t .  , \s Cihr is-
to l r l r t ' r  I - : rsclr  l r : rs l )c l ( ' ( ' l ) t i \ ( ' l \ '  pointet l  orr t :  " \ 'ar tkclor ic l r 's  srr lvcr.  r t ' l r r ls
l ik t ' r r r r  r r l r t l r r t t ' r l  r t ' r 's ior t  o l  ( , l r r r r  l t 's  Reich's Orret t i r t .q ol  . lnter ica- l l ) ( ) l l ) ( ' r '
: r r r l l ( )un( ( 'nr t ' r r t  o l '  t l r t '  in i r t r i r r t ' r r t  t t  i r r r t t l r l t  o l  fotct 's  l t l tcrrrh i t t  rct lc ' : r l . " r

\ ' : r r rkt ' lovi< l r  r  l ; r i r t ts l r  t t t ' r r lnr l  l rnr l  t ' r r t l l i r ic l r l  lorrr t r l l r t ior t  fo l  l r is
srrr t l r  l r , r rcr l  u l ) ( ) r )  sur\r ' rs;rr t t l  i r t t t ' rv i t 'n 's ol  i r r<l iv i t l tur ls etrq:rqt 'c l  i r r  t l rc
st , : r r r  l r  l r  r r  51'11-1, ' l { i l l r r t t 'nt .  I t  t l r r i t  k l r  l l t ' r -orr t t 's  cvi t l t ' t t l  t l r : r t  t l tc  : rp l , r l rxr< l t

l ; r< kr  l r r r r  < r  i t ic l r l  l ) ( ' r 's l ) ( ' (  t i \ ( ' . - l  l r t ' l r r r t t l : r r r t t ' r t l l r l  r l t r t 's t i r r t t  o i l i rxr '  tht 's : r t is-

l l r r  t iorr  o l  l l r t 's t ' l l  is  l rossi l l l t ' i r t  r r  rvot l t l  o l  rn l r t t ' t i l t l  s( i l l ( ' i tv  is  r tcvt ' r ' I t r l l r

r  orr l ' r 'orrrct l .  I r r  l r  rvor l t l  oI  r r r t t ' r l rnr l  r l is t l i l r r r t ion l t t t t l  o l t ' r 'u l l  l i rn i t t ' r l
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wealrh,  the possibi l i ty  of  sel f - [u l f i l l rnent ( insofar as i t  is  re lated to mate-

r ia l  concl i t io l ts)  becomcs Inore c l i f f ic t r l t  for  a majt i r i r l 'of  Atr t t ' r ic l t r ts.

Theorer ical l l  ancl  h isrol icul l l ' ,  sel f - f r - r l f i l l rnr l r t  is  a luxLtrv that  c<trnes i t I t t : r

the r lore rntrrrc lane reqrr i rement of  labor h: ts been solvcr l ,  e i thcr l l r  sot ' i t ' t t '

or  rhe i l tc l iv ic l r ra l  in his otvn pr i \ '1t te manncr.  Rather th; l t r  e r l lc t  t t t te

signi f ic : rnt  so(: ia l  . l l td pol i t ical  chattges ( l t le to.a rv idening s(: l t l ( ' l l  [or

sel f - f r r l t i l lnrent,  o l lc , , r ,otr ld be safer in l t ret l ic t ing a greater gap bet\r 'een ; l

sel f - inclLr lecnt "ncrv c lass" and the ntajol i ty oI  Anter i t :ans rvho strr tggle

rvi th in thc col t f  i t res of  a "zero-sum" or l )erhl lps even shr inki l lg ecol l ( ) l t l \ ' . .
- I -he tencle nc1'  in Yankelovich's st t rc ly to redl tce qlrest i ( ) t ls  o l  1-rol i t ics

ro a cal l  lo l  cul t t r ra l  rcvolLrt ion was endernic to the radir : i r l  cr i t ic isr t r  oI  the

Arner ican Left  in thc 1960's.  The ml, th rv.rs that  sul l ject ive al terat ior ts of

consciorrsness rvot t ld eventual lv lead to a nrass nl() t 'ement o[  t t r l t t r r : r l

revolut ion,  af fcct ing thc object ive n 'or ld of  l to l i t ics.  Indiv idtur ls "gett in!{

thcir  heucls t ( )gcther"  or t :onduct ing " l i fc  expcr imelr ts"  as \ ' : rnkelovich

puts i t ,  can t lunsform Alncr ican pol i t ical  inst i t r r t ions al ld the ecol l ( ) t l tv  l ts

rr 'e l l .  .Srrch a naivc concel) t ion of  pol i t ics is the resul t  oI  an over-cst i t l l l l t ( '

o[  thc porver of  sel [ - t ransformir t ion and an un( ler-est imalc o[  t l le pou'er o[

pol i t ical  and economic inst i t t r t ions.  As opposed to Yankelovich's roscl

picturc oI  impencl in.g re forms, a ntore sobcr assessmcnt oI  the possi l l i l i t l '

o f  pol i t ical  change thror-rgh al tered l i festy le rv; ts expresset l  bv thc Iatc '

John L-ennon. Retrcat i l )g f rom the opt i rn ism of the s ixt ies ("Ch:rnging l

l i fcstr le and the i lppearance o[  youth c l idn' t  j t rst  happen, r \ 'e set  ot l t  todo.

i t " )  Lenrron sau' the l i rn i ts of  cul t r r r : r l  revr- l l l r t ion:  " the szt tne bi tst l t t t ls  l t re

in cgntrol .  - l 'hc sarne people are runnir t '  ever\  t l l i t tg,  i t 's  exac.t lv t l t t 's l t t t t t ' .

Ther h1'pecl  thc k ic ls and the generat io l t . "  Sirr t i lzrr l l ' ,  Yankelovi<l t  is  j t rst

hyping rhe se;rrch lor  sel f - fLr l f i l l rnent.  Sucl t  c l tanges in l i fest l ' lc  i t r t ( l  t l t ( '

search for sel f - f r r l f i l l rnent ought t rot  be mistaken for pol i t ics.  t l t rch oI

u 'hat  passer l  ktr  crr l tur l r l  ancl  pol i t ical  c l ' i t ic ism in the s ixt ies ( l t r r t l  in
ytrnkeloyir .h 's studv) is onlv a rnisgtr ic lccl  revel l ing in the sel f ,  i rn( l  l lcr l ( ( ' l l

r t , t r ( . i t l  [1rrrn l io l i l ics.
\ \ 'h i lc  thc:  obsessiot t  . l r ' i th the sel I  has long tradi t ion i t r  Artr t ' t i t l t t t

thorre|1t  (s ' i tness I tntersol t  ancl  \ \ ' l t i t rn: ln) ,  rhe roots c l I  the nlovetr tct t t  l r l t '

sc l [ - fu l f i l l rncl ] t  a le to l tc lound in n ' r r rch r l lore recent theot-r ' .  Int lct 'c l ,  thc

focrrs upon t l rc t ransfr t r rnat ion of  the scl f  is  essent ia l l l  re late( l  to t l t ( ' r isc

oI  rheruJtetr t i r :  psvr l ' ro logy.  \Vhat emerges in the s ixt ies as a col l ( 'crr l  lor

sel [ - [ r r l f i l l rncl l t  l las i ts or ig in i r t  t l tc  ps) 'choanalvt ic rnol 'emctt t  r l I  t l tc

1930's.  fTncloLr l l rccl l l  (ancl  r rnrv i t t ingly)  the theor ist  ntost  i r r I l t rent i l l  i r r

d i rcct i r - rg soci i r l  t l lou{aht torvarcl  i t  foct ts t l l )on the sel I  and i ts l tc l t l t l r  t tas

Frerr<1. The i rn l l rct  oI  I ' rcud Llpol t  Anl( ' I ican social  thotrglr t  h l rs bt 'etr

elorgtol ls,  i f  not  cr t t i rc lv t t 'uc to I : retrc l 's  o\ \ 'n spir i t .  \ \ 'h i le F-r 'ctr t l  l r i r r rscl I

strqqesrecl  thc l i rn i t i r t ions of  incl i ' " ic lual  thcrayr l 'arrd c l iscotrntcr l  t l tc  l iossi-
bi l i ty  of  z l  nt i rss thclapv oI  social  t r i lns[orntat iotr ,2 Jrsvchrtar la lvsis l l : ts

been pointecl  in thut  c l i r i rct ion l t l  a r t t rmber o[  thcor ists o[  thc lef t  rv l to

have bcrn inf l r rencccl  bv Freud's thclught.  Fret tc l  t ,as str f  f ic ie nt l l '  : r r t r l l iq-

u()us to sr . ls ta i l )  Sucl t  2t l t  interprctat io l )  o[  l )svcl \panalrs is as bf in l ]  i l  t l l ( 'or ' \ '

of  pslchologic i r l  t r -ans[()rrnat ion.  I f  social  revolut ion n ' i l l  not  t 'ht tnqc
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I r r r r t t : rn n; l ture i . tsc ' l [  ( l rs Frt ' r r r l  < l r t r t i r lnct l  t l r t 'Rtrssi :ur  l t ' r 'o l r r t ior l r r  i t ' r )  i t  is
not i l l ( ' l ( ' \ ' i r t t t  to l t r r rn iut  srr i l t ' t i l tg:rr t t l  to l l r t  l rLrrrr . r r r  t , rnr l i t r , r r r  i rsel l .  I t
I ; t t ' t r t l  lc l r r t t ' t l  t ( ) \v i l l ( l  r r '1>t t 'ss ion l tn<l  st ' l l - r l t ' r r i l r l .  rn i r r r r  o l  l r is  [o l l r t r rc ls
() l ) l in l is t i ( l l l l r 'p l t ' f t ' r ' r ' t ' t l  pol l r t torpl torrs 1l t ' r ' r ' t ' r 's i t r  l r r r r l  s t ' l { - l r r l l i i l r r r t 'nt .
' I ' l r t " ' l " t t ' t r t l i i r t t  l t ' { t "  l r ; r r l  r t t r r r l t  i r t rpai t  u l ) ( )11 . . \ r r t t ' r icrrrr  r ' : r t l i r ' ; r l  l l rorrglr t  i r r
t l t t '  l l l rst  t l t ' r ' l t t l t 's ,  i t t t t l  l l t t '  (  ( ) r t (  ( 'n)  r r ' i th,  st ' l l - l ' t r l l i l l r r r t ' r r t  l rs ; r 's t r l ls t i l t r t t ,  [or

1>ol i t i< 's .  
i ts t ' l I  t : r r t  l r t '  tnrr t ' r l  t ( )  t l r t '  i r r r l>rrct  o l  tht '  psrclrrxrrralrr i< '

l ) ( ' !  s lx ' (  l l \ ' ( ' .
, \s  o l r l roscr l  l ( )  t l r ( ' r l ) ( ) r ( ' r t ' t  t ' r t t  l r r r l i t l r l  r rnr l i ' rst l r r r r l i r rg ol  I : r t ' t r t l .  thcl t ,

\ \ ' : ls  a (()r ts( ' lv i r t t \ ( ' l r l r l r l ic l r t iot t  o l  l lsr '< l ro l r r t i r l rs is t ( )  l ) ( ) l i t i< l r l  t l torrqlr t .
\ \ ' l r i lc  t l r< ' l " r ' r ' t r r l i ; r t t  l t ' l t  locrrst 's  u l ) ( )n t l r t 's t ' l l ,  t l t r '<orrscnrr t iv t '1.-r ' t , r r t l i ; r r rs
h:rvt ' t ' r t r l l l t ; ts izt ' t l  t l t t ' t3totr1i ; r t t t l  l l t t ' t t ' l r lcssiort  o l ' l l r t ' i l r l r t iorrrr l i tv  of  t l r t '
sc l [  ( r ' r r t l r t ' t  t l r l r r t  i ts  st ' l l . - l r r l l i l l r r t t ' r r t )  t l r rorrglr  pol i t ic l r l  i r rsr i t r r r iorrs.  I l t ' -

l r tcrs iot t  l i r t l l ( ' r ' t l r r r r  st ' l l - l r r l l i l l r r r t ' r r t  is  t l r t 'k t ' r ' ( ( ) r ) ( ( ' l ) t . ' l ' l r is  r rp l l ro l r t l r  to
1ht '  st t r t l r '  o l  l ;o l i t i r  s is r t tost  str  ik i r rg l r  t ' rp i t ' r r t ' r l  l r r  t l rc t ' r r i r r t 'nt  iurc l
i r t l l t r t ' r t t i : r l  pol i r i t  r t l  sr  icrr t is t  I  I ; r ro l i l  Lussrvt ' l l .  I r r  l r is  < l : rs ic l r rs iorr  o i

l rsr '< l t rxr t t : t l r  t i t  t l rcot l  l r r t r l  l ro l i t i r l r l  sc i t ' r tcr ' .  / ' .s l ' r  l to l t r r l l to loq. ,  r r t td l 'o-
l i t i rs (  l ! ) : t0) ,  Lussnt ' l l  t l t 's<r i l r t 's  pol i t i ts  i ls : l l l  ( ' \ l ) l t 'ss iorr  o[ .grorrp psr-
< holoqr ' :  " l ro l i t i< l r l  r ) ) ( ) \ ( 'nt( ' r ' t ts  r lc l iv t '  t l rc i r  r l r l i r l i t r  [ rorrr  t l )c
<l ispl l r<( ' rn( 'nt  o l  l r r i r : r t t '  : r f i< '<ts rrporr  l l r r l l l i t  o l r . j r . t  ts." t  I )o l i t i<s is t l r r rs
r I l ( ) l ( '  t l r r r t  r t rot ' l r  col l t ' r ' t i rc i l (  t i \ . i l \ ' ;  i t  is : r lso col l t ' r ' t i r t ' l r r rx i t ' t r ' , . r ) ( ,u l ( )s ls,
i l r t ( l  r r f lg l ( 's \ iorr .  Si t l i r re rv i l l r  l i r t ' t r t l  l t t t t l  I -c IJr ln,  l - r rssr l t ' l l  l t ,coi{rr izt 's  thc
i t t ' l t t iotrr l  s i<l t '  to Pol i t i<s.  \ 'c l ,  I rc l r r l r ls  t r  t t t ' r r ' t l i rnt ' r rs iorr-pol i t i< 's is also
t l r t ' r t tost  l : r t i ( )n l l l  o l  l r t ' t ior t  l i tcc ist ' l r ' l l r '< l r r rsc i t  sct ,ks to torr t lo l  t l rc ina-
t i< ln l r l .  I  I t ' r t r r ' .  t l t t '  r ' l r l t t t '  o l  l lo l i t i<s is i ls  <rr th l r t ' ic  r t ' l t ' l rsc oI  in i r t ionir l
( ' r )1() t i ( ) r ls :  "1>ol i t icr  is  t l r t '  l ) l ( ) ( ( 'ss l lv  rv l r i< l t  t l t t '  i rnr t ionlr l  l l rst 's  oI  societv
l r t t '  l r lorrql t l  orr l  i r t to t l t t 'opt ' r t . " t  Srrc l t  a (()r ' l ( ( ' l ) t ion l t ' l r t ls  L l rssnt ' l l  to l r is
t l r t  o lv ol  : t  " l ro l i t i r  s oI  l ) l ( ' \ 'c t l l i ( ) r ) . "

' l ' l r t .pol i t i rs ol  prcr t ' r r t iorr  is  r 'ss( 'nt i i r l lv  i r  t l l ( , l i l l ) ( ,ut i< l io l i t i rs;  i t
: i rnag( ' \ t l  r t t ; rss t t ' r  l t t t i r l t r t 's  oI  r 'ot t t to l  ; rnr l  r tuur i l r r r l l r l iorr .  Svrrr l to ls,  l ) l r ) l ) : r -
g l r r t r l r r .  i t r t t l  pol i t i<;r l  l t ' l r t l t ' rs l t i l l  r r t t ' to l l t ' t ts( ' t l  t ( )  sul) l ) l ( 'ss thc c lcstnrctrvc
I t ' r r r l t ' r r< i t 's  o l  t l r t '  ln:r \s( 's lo l  t l r t ' l lcrr t ' l i t  oI  r l t ' r r roclu<r ' .  In t l r is  ( ' l l l lv  r r 'ork.
Lrrssrvt ' l l  s : r r r '  yrol i t i is  t tot  l ls  t l l ( ' r ' ( 'gul i l l i ( )n () l  i r r tcr t 's ts l " rv l r r t  gt , ts t 'h:r t .
rv l r t r t .  l ton" ' ) .  l r r r t  r rs l l t t 'srr1r1>tt 'ss iot t  of  <ort l l ic t .

I  l r l  t i r r r t  l t ; r t l  tonrt  to l r l l ; rnt l r tn t l r t ' l rsr t r r t t l r t ion t l l r l  t l r r ,  Plol l lcr t t  of
pol i t i rs is t l t t 'ptolr l t ' t t t  o l  l r r r>t t tot ing r l isr t r :s ion:rrr torr t l  r r l l  t l r t ' i r r t t . r t 's ts
<orrr< ' t t t t t l  i t t  ; r  r t i r t 'n l r ro l r l t r t t . . .  l l t t  prolr l r r t t  o l  l lo l i t i r :  i r  l tss Io solr t '

.  r r r r r l l i r l \  t l l iu l  t ( )  l ) t ( ' \ (  r ) t  t l tcr t t :  l t ' : :  t ( )  \ ( ' l \ ( ' : ts  l t  st r lct r  r l r l r t ' lor  sor i l r l

l ) t ( ) t ( \ t  l l lut  to l r l l l r l r  roci ; r l  ( 'n( ' tqv to t l t t ' t r lxr l i t ior t  o l  r r '<trrr( 'nt  s()ru((s
r r l  r t t . r i t t  i l t  :or  i r ' l t . '

L;r tcr  i r t  l t is  r ' : r l t ' t ' r  I - ; rssrr ' t ' l l  ntolct l  l r r r ' r r r  l ' r 'orrr  th is rrot ior t  o[  1ro-
l i t ics:  l ror . r ' r ' t ' r ' .  l r t 's t i l l  l t ' l l r i r r t ' r l  t l r t ' t l r t ' r ' l r1r t 'ut i (  ( 'n) l )hrs is i r r  t l r is  t l t< l r rqht.
I  l i i  s t r r r l i t 's  o l  1>orr ' t ' t ,  sot  ic t r ' .  r r t t t l  l rctsorr i r l i t ' r  r r l l  sugg( 's l  t lur t  t l rc c l t ' r r ro-
(r ; r t i (  rn( l  l rsr '< l r r loqi t : r l l r  lxr l l r r tct ' t l  pol i t i t  i l r r r  is  r r  Prolr l t 'nr  [or  l l rcnr l rv of
s()nl( 's() l t . { ' l r r t lcCr l .  l l r t ' r r - l r0 l t ' ( lu( 'st ior l  0 l  t l t r " ' r l t ' r r ro(r ' i l t i (  c l l : l r i l ( ' ( ' r "  r ' ( 's ts
ul)() i l  i t  n() t i ( ) r l  o l  l lsr . r ' l r r l l r lq i ( i r l  l l r t 'nr1r!  r ' i r th( ' r  t l r l r r r : r  t l t t ' r rn of  1;ol i t ic l l
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Tl i is  conscrvar i \  ( ,  [ )crsp(]ct i 'C that  al ) l )ears in thc car l '  rvr i r i r res oI
I  Iarold I - : tssrr 'c l l  r l i t l  I r r l t  ( 'nr( ' r { lc  l ls  the ( l ( } rn in:rrrr  . rppl i r 'at iorr  oI  l lsr< ho;r-
tur lvt i (  t l t t 'ot1 to pol i t ic l l  t l rorr .g l t t .  Ratht ' r  tht ' t t r rn to\ \ , i t r ( l  u l to l i t ics 6[
srr l l jcct i r t '  t r : t r ts[or-nurt ion \ \ , i ls  nrost  st lonqlv f t ' l t  in: \nrcr ic ' r r r  t l rorrqht ls
: rn in i lu( 'n(( 'of  r l lc  Flcut l iarr  I -cI t ,  espt 'c i l r l lv  as lepresenre( l  l r r . \ \ ' i l l rc l r r r
I l t ' ic l i  anr l  Ht ' rbt ' r ' t  \ lur '<r-rse.  \ \ ' l r i lc  sr( 'ur lv t l i ' , 'crgcrrr  i r r  t l r r ' i r  o\ \ . r r  IX)\r-
t iorrs.  l { r ' ic l t  ancl  \ l iu < t rsc \ver( ,  nt()st  r t :s l )onsi l r lc  for  l l r i r r - - . i r rg t l re l rsr  -
choutt : r lv t ic  l )ers l )c(  t ivc into racl ical  social  thoue[r t  in r \ r r rcr ic:rn c i lc lcs.
NI;r t t t tst 'a ln ' i tvs r 'ot t r l r t t 'het tc lecl  thc c lomir tanr 'c ol  ecorromi< :rrr i l  pol i t icr l
i t ts t i t t t t iot ts i r r  t l t t '  rc l l r t iot is l t ip l r t ' tu ' t 'cn t l r t :  < l l t jcct ive an<[ srr l l j t '<t i r t , .
\ \ ' l rerr  he ( ' \ l lnt i l l ( ' ( l  t l r t  : r l I  i r r  f - r ' , r .s ot td Ci l i l i ;ot iorr  (1915) ant l  Orte-
l ) interrs ior t t t l  , \ lat t  (11)t) l )  i t  r r 'us r t l r . r ' r ty 's to unt le ' rstarrc l  l rou,  o[ jgcr i rc ' t ' r r l -
nr>t t t ic  l rnt l  pol i t i t l r l  cr . l t t l i t ions:r l tet  ar td i rnJrosc rrporr  t l r t ,srrbjcct  r ( ' : l lnr .
\ \ ' i l l r t ' l r r r  l { r ' i rh.  ( )n t l t ( ,othcr hi l r ) (1.  u,as t l lc  t lut :  prol thr , t  of  thc s ixt i t ,s

1>ol i r ics ol  scl l - l t r l f i l l t t t t ' t t t .  I ' - : r r lv  in l r is  c l r rccr,  Reich atrernl) te( l  t ( )  nr( . r ' r tc
psvchol t tur lvsis;rnr l  Xl l r rx isr t r .  ( ) r  l i l th( ' r ' lo srr l ; r>rr l i rur tc,psvcholrrr l r lvs is to
tr l : r r r is t  c l i l r l t ' t  t ics.  I - : r t t ' r ' .  Re ic l i  i r tc ' le l rs i r rg l r '  <orrc 'e i lcc l  o l  rn<'nt l r l  i r r r t l
s t ' r t r t l  hcl l t l r  l ts  h is pt  i r r t : tn '  qort l ,  sulrolc l in l t ine pol i t i rs to t l le l )ur l )os(,s
oI  st  xrr : r l  t l r t ' r r r1x ' .  l { t 'e l r r t l inq t l ic  lLr l f i l l rnt 'nt  o l  l ib ic l i r ra l  r l l ivcs l rs r l rc
st '<t t ' t  o l  l rsrc l r ic  l r t ' t r l t l r .  l {c ich t t r rnct l  l r is  at t i rck ul)ol t  t l l ( 'e{ao [ i l r  i ts
infr i r rgcnrt ' r r t  r r l )or l  h l r l>piness. I io l  Rcich,  c l ) iu:rcter arrc l  t l rc ego t .or  k
t tg i l i r tst  thc i r l  i r r  i ts  ptr tstr i t  of  errr t i f icat iorr .  - I - r r - re to ()r t l r (x lo\  I i rcrr t l i i rn
t l totrqht.  l {c i rh satv t l rc gt ' r r i ta l  org: lsr}r  : rs t l rc nl()st  s i r t is f l  i r re l r r r<l  t lcs i r ' -
i tb l t ' tc lc i rst 'oI  l ib i t l i r r l r l  ( 'ncls\ ' .  I - I is  n ' l ro le theon'o[  psrchic l rc l r l rh rrr l r l t '
t l tc  or .qestt t  t l t t '  sol i t t iot t  t ( )  hr inuln l i robl t ' rns l rnr l  thc 1tr '< l r  ic lc l  oI  l r r r r r r :ur
l i l lcrrr t ion. i  "Ncrrrosis is r t  In: tss s ickncss"s:  t l r t ' r ' r - r re [o l  strc l r  l r  r l i ie l rst ' is
t l l i lss scx l l tcr ; r l t l  l t i rne<l  . l t  i t icr( ' r ls( ' ( l  I r r l f i  l l rnt ' r r t  throrrelr .qt ' r r i t l r l  ( ) r 'g '_ i r i inr .

' f 'ht ' : rnt i -pol i t icr l  terrc lc ' r tc l  in l {c ich's rr 'o lk rvtrs intpl ic i r  f r r l r r r  r l r t '
f i rst  : rs I tc <ortr- t ' iv t ' r l  of  scxrr ; r l  l i l r t ' r : r t ior t  i rs t l lc  ln i l j ( ) r  [e:r t r r r -e -of  rcvolrr-
t ion:rrv i l ( ' t i \  i t \ ' .  I r r  l : r t t ' r '  r ' r ' r r rs h( '  cornplc ' tc lv t t r r r ret l  ; rg i r i r rst  " thc l lo l i t i -
c iatr"  : ts bt ' ing i t rs ig 'n i f icrrrr t  comput 'ccl  to lhr  t l rcorv oI  scxtur l  l ibcnrtron. ' ,
l : - i t ' r r  be[ot t '  l {e ic l r 's  rvolk lct l  I t int  lo t l tc  "r l isr :ovelr" 'of  ( ) lg()nc rrnr l  r l r t .
cosnr ic ' Ior '< ' t ,s ol  b io losr,  h is t l reon oI  sc,xrr : r l i t r ' rv i rs [ : r rgelv incl i f l t ' r . r , r r t  to
t l tc I r r t tc l r r r r t t ' t t t : t l  r l t t t 's l i r l r ts ol  pol i t ical  t l t t 'orr ' .  I t  n 'as lor  l l r is  rcusorr  rh l r r
t l rc l ' - r ' : r r rkfrr l t .Sthool  srrrr 'h is u 'ork a[ tc l  thc elrr lv l9.30's:rs esst ' r r t i r r l l r
l rost i le to cr i t ic ; r l  thcolr ' .  l " r r l t l r t ' r ' rnorc,  l r is  e lor  i f ic l r ion of  r l rc qt ' r r i r ; r l
otg: t t ) iz ; t t tot t  o l  st ' r rut l i lv  n 'zts s( 'cr l  i ls  just  i ls  sul)port ivc oI  t l rc r l ic t ; r t t 's  o l
t l t t '  exist inq soci l t l  s t t  t t< ' ture l ls  \ \ 'us Fre'rr t l 's  orr 'n c l l l  for  inst i r rctrur l  l t ' r r r r r r -
t  i : t t iot t .  t r l r t t t  Ltse's t l t t 'ot1 of  t l re t rot i r : iz i r t ior t  o[  tht 'cnt i lc  l ror lv l rnt l  oI  I i f t '
i ts t ' l l  n l rs [ l t r  r t tot t ' r : r<l ic: r l  th:rn I l t ' ich 's i r rs is lunt  f : r i th in t l r t ,s:r l i lv i r r ! .1
l r : r rurc oI  t l rc ecni t l r l  orgi lsr)) .

For Nlalcrrse,  thc c l iaracter of  the social  structurc is c lecis ive i r r  l i t t ' -
vent inq or f r l r ther ing lhL' : l l ta i t t l 'n( tnt  of  p leasure in l i te.  I i r>r 'Rcich.  sPe-

ci f i< forrns oI  social  organizat ion u ' r ' re srrbst tmed rr t rc lcr  tht 'gcrrcr l l

cArtq()r ' \ 'oI  reprcssire c iv i l izat ion,  nrLlc l r  as I : retrc l  t reate( l  c iv i l i l t t ior t  l rs rr
pni lc l  sal  categor\ ' .  Even in Reich's 'mt lst  speci f  ic  a l la l ) 's is r l I  h ist<l t  ic l t l

forms of  rcpressiyc c iy i l iz ; r t ion,  Thc XIa.s.s Psycholr>gJ'  o/  Fa.rc i .s2r,  l rc
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.rnt inual l ) ' retreated fror l  corrcrete pol i t ical  analvsis.  In a strrdv of  rhe
spcci f ic  condi t iorrs rr 'h ich ler l  to thc neurot ic psvclrological  [oLrnclat i r t r r
for  German f i rscisrr t ,  Rcic l t  teuc:r tcd intr> a gcnt:r 'a l  ut ta i 'k  r rpon ul l  rcpres-
sive crr l t r r rc.  "Flrscisrrr"  bct l r r te svnonvrnotrs u ' i t l r  a ncurot i ( : .  i luthor i t -
ar iarr  person;r l in:

NI:rn 's i t t r thor i t lu i l r r t  stnl( ' turc- is b:rs ic l l l r 'pror l r rc ' t l  l l r  thc crnlx 'ckl i r rq
oI  st 'xLtal  i r r l r ib i t i r - r r ts urtr l  [ t ' : r r  i r r  the l i r inq srrbst ln<r 'oI  st 'x t r ; r l  impLr l -
ses. . . - I 'he n 'srr l t  is  (o l ls( ' rv l l l i5nr,  f t ,ar  o[  [ r t , t , r lorn,  i r r ; r  uorcl .  r t 'u<l i r ) r r : r r r
t  I t  in k i r r  s.ro

() l l r  iorrs l r ' ,  t l re sol t r r ion t t> strch l  l r r r ivcrs l l  " [ascist"  t t 'nt lcncv
rootcr l  i t t  rc l l tessivt '  s<)ci t ' tv  is  t r r>t  pol i t i (s.  l )ut  lut l )c l  l l io logic l r l  tht ' r ' t r1.r1 .
Orgonc'  t l renrpv lcpl l rcet l  I l r r rx ist  pr i rx is.

' l ' l tc  tcntk ' r ro of  \ \ ' i l l r t ' r r r  Rt ' ic l r  1o lcr l r r tc pol i t ics to: l  ( lucsr io l )  oI
psr '<: l ro logr '  (or  sextut l i t r . ;  orctrr ' l t t ' lnrct l  l r is  t l icox' t icul  l rPl>ro;rc l r .  Reic l r 's
i r r i l t r t ' r t<t ' r . l lx)n. \n l ( ' l i<rrrr  " r ' l r l i t - ; r l "  t l roLrglr t  \ \ ' ls  gr ' ( ,ar t .  l r r rc l  l r is  i r t rp:r t t
can Ix 's( 'cr)  i l )  t l r t ' r ' l r t l ical  cr i t i< isrrr  oI  t l t t 'Nt ' rv L-t ' f t .  C]r i t ic l l  o l  o l t l ror lor
NI:rrx ist  t loqrrr i r ,  l l rc t r r rn torr ' l r t t l  t l rc srr l l jcct ivt ' l rc<rrrnc a pt ' r ' r ' ls i r t , terr-
t l t ' r rcv l t r t tong t l l ( ' ( ) r is ts r>[  the l t ' f t  in . \ r r tct i< ' r r r r  thr i t rq. l r t .  - f ] rc ' r : r r r r ] l l ing,

str  ( 'anl-() [ - ( ( r rs< iot tsnt 'ss t ( ) r ) ( '  t l ) l r t  IX ' l  n l ( ' l r t ( 's  su( l l  arut l ] ( ) rs as Plrrr l
Cloot l t t l t t t , ; r r t r l  l l t t t ' t ' - I - l tcor lotc ILoszlk,  is : r t t  cxprcssiort  oI  t l t t , i r  l l rck of
r ig i r l  ic lcologir : : r l  pctspr ' (  t i \ ' ( 'as rr 'c l l  : rs l r t  t ' rpr t 'ss ion oI  t l re i r ' [oc 'us uporr
t l rc sc, l l .  Coot l r rurn 's ()rot t , i t t ! : [ 'p.- lbsurr l  (19:r{ i ) .q i rcs t l tcc l isr i r r<t  int ; t les-
siort  t lur t  t l t t ' [ r r r r t l l r t tcntrr l  l lo l l l t ' r r r  of  l i fe i r r  rnocl t ' r r r  i r rc l r rst l i : r l  \ ( ) (  i ( l \  i \
tht ; i r r l l l i l i t l  to "gr ' ( ) \ \ ' r r1>."  - I 'he nl( ' : lsure of  orrr  <rr l t r r rc is t l rc l r ro l i fc l l r -
t ior t  o l  j r rvt ' r r i lc  r l t ' l incl r r t ' r t ts.  l l t 'uts.  lu)( l  l l i l )stc ls:  t l r ( 'or . r tcrsts l )o l l l t  out
t l rc i r r l t r rur : l l r i t \ '  ( ) [  sor i t ' t r .

N,rrr ' t l t t 'orqrt t t iut ' t l  svst( ' l ) l  is  vt ' t r  1 lo;rvt ' t [ r t l  l r r r r l  i r r  i ts  f r r i l  t ic l t .oIsrr<r ' t ,st .
I rP; l : r r t 'nt lv srvrr 'p i r tg t ' r ' t ' r ' r t l r i r tg lx ' forc i t  i r r  sci t ' l r r t ' .  t ' r l t r r : r t ion,  <orrr-
rr t r r r t i t r '  l l l r r rur i r r t l .  l : r l ror ,  t l r t ' r l ts .  r ) ( ) t  t ( )  s lx ' ; rk of  l . iusirr t 'ss l r r r r l  pol i t i ts
rv l r t ' r t ' i t  i r  i r t< l iq l t torrs.  [ . t ' t  r t t t 's l rv th;r t  r tc oI  t l r r 'pr t ' r iotrs gcrrcr : r t iorr
w l to l t ; r r  c l l t ' t ' r r  s i t  kt ' l r t r l  : r r t t l  orr t r : rget l  to st ' t '  ( ' l r l  ncst  : r r r r l  l ront 'st  c l  [ r>r t  l rncl
I r r r r r l r t t t '  < t r l tu lc sr i ' i r l r r l>tr l  l r r  t l r is  r r r r r< k.  r r r l  ht ' : r r  t t ' r t t 'c l  bv t l r t .  t  r  i rzr
vorrr tq:r l l i t 's ,  l r t t t l  r tc t l r i r rk r l r ; r t  pt ' t l l rpst l t t ' t r r l r r r t ' r r t ; r r  r r r rkt ' l l l r ) l ( 's( 'nsc
t l r ; r r t  r r ' t '  r l : r r t ' t l  l to l r t ' . l l

\ \ ' l r i l t '  \ \ ' ( '  n l i lv  svnl l ) l l t l ) i / ( '  rv i t l t  Ct>o<lr t i r r r t 's  r  r i t i r l  u( '  of  l lo( l ( ' r 'n,
s l ick,  < ort t r r rcr '< i l r l  so<' i t ' t r ' ,  i t  is  r l i l f i r r r l t  to s( ' ( '  t l rc solut ior)  i ls  lv i r )s-  r l i t l r in
t l ros<'  n l to ln '  1rsr '< ' l to loqir l r l l r  < l is i r [ i t '< tct l  l rv the s\ 's t ( 'n l .  \ ' l rgrrc rul ls [or  : r
"(()ns( ' rv i r t i \ . ( " '  r t ' r 'o l r r t ion " : r i r t t i r tg l r t  st l r l l i l i tv  l r r r t l  sr t r i i r l  l r ; r l l r r r t ' ' ' r :  of [ r ' r
l i t t l t '  oI  srr l rstulrct '  lor '  1;ol i t ics.  Ol  is  pol i t ics t l r t '  prol l lcrn.

- l ' l tc  socirr l  ct i t i<1rr t ' t - i l  l ' : r t r l  ( ioor l r r t : rn \ \ '2rs ut  thc heurt  oI  nrc l ical
t l rorrgl t t  i t t  ' \ rncl ic l  t l t r r i r rq t l t t ' t ' : t t lv  l )o i ( ) ( l  oI  thc Nerv Lc[ t .  Crto<lr t r : rn 's
l i r r t 'o l  t l t r r r rq l r t  n- : ts 1>ickcr l  t r l l  l r t t r l  cx l r : r r t< l t ' r l  lx ' - fhco<lolc Roszirk in ' l ' l tc
l la l t i r t .g o, f  I l ta Oorrt t lcr  Cul l r r r r  (1969).  \ \ ' l r i lc  Roszak t locs inr lcer l  lor : r rs
ulx) l l  t l r t " ' tcc l i r tor ' ) i r l i (  sor. i ( ' l \ " ' r rncl  lo0ks l r t  tht 'uctL[r l  i r rst i t t r t iorrs ol
soci t 'n ' ,  l t is  solrr t ions : r t t '  l i lur t t l  i t r  r r tvst i t  isrn l tncl  cot tsciorrsni :ss-r ; r is i r rq.
; \ (  tu l l l l \ .  i t  is  r tot  (  ( )ns( i ( ) l rsr ' t ( ' \ \ - l : r is i r" tg so rr t r rc l t  i ls  ( r )nsct()usr)( ' \s-

destrol ing.  His cr i t ique of  "ot  l . . t iue consciousness" is on sol id ground
as he cl iscrrsses rhe reqtr i remenrs of  a technological  society.  But his
groping for a rnvst ical  consciousness that harkens back ro an ear l ier  ase
oI democr i ro '  is  as sel f - inclulgenr as i t  is  ant i -pol i r ical .

- fhc Nerr , . I -cfr  that  refrels agai 'st  technocr:r t ic  mu. iptr lar io '  in rhc
name oI purr ic ' ipar ive democracy drarvs,  o l ten rv i thout real iz ine i r ,
upon un arr : r rchisr  t radi t ion lvhich has alu,al  s chanrpionec. l  t l re v i r tues
oI t l re 1;r ' i rnat i re ban<],  thc t r ibe,  the v i l lage.. .Our beatniks and hippies
prfss t l le cr i t ique e'r 'en. f t r r thcr. . .As lone as rhe sJrel l  of  rhe objecrrve
corrsciousness gr ips our socir t r , ,  the reeime oI  cxper. ts can never be l l r r
of f ;  rhc c.r . rn 'n i r r .  is  bound to remain beholden to the high pr iests of
the c i r idt ' l  w'ho conrr ' l  .ccess ro rcal i t ,v.  I r  is ,  at  lasr,  real i ty i tsel f  thar
rrrrrsr  bt 'part i . ipated in,  rnusr bc st :en, . to l rched. brearhed $, i th the con-
I  ic t ion t l tat  l tere is thc r l t inrate glound oI  our existence, ar, ,a i lable to
al l ,  r  apirble oI  ennobl ing by i rs nrajesr l .  the l i fe <t I  everv rnan rr 'ho opens
h i rn scl  f .  r r

I r  is  halc l  ro inrrr .q ine the " technocrat ic society" reer ine in tcrror at
suclr  a r : r ' i t ique or at  such a not ior . t  of  pol i t ical  act i \ , , i t )  as, ,openine
r inesel  f . ' '

I r  is  not  the inrent ion here ro h.rrp upon the inadequare andoften
irrele 'ant  pronorrr)cements of  the racl ical  e lements in , , \merican thorreht.
I 's tcad, i r  is  hopccl  that  by shorvir . rg the l imi tat ions of  psychorogical
tht ' r 'apv for  sol" ' ing pol i t ical  problcms the case is strengthened for pol i t -
ic i r l  solrr t ions airner l  ar  cf fect ing pslchological  changcs. Anrer icarr  ra<l i -
cals have bccn quick to choose rhr:  forrner precisely becuase of  a fcel ing
that pol i r ics i tsel f  is  cornrpr and henct:  part  of  rhe problem. - f  he N{ar-x isrs
l ia 'e at  leasr seen poi i t ics as the pr imary concern,  ancl  i ts  re lat ion to
ps'chological  and sexual  problems as dcr ivat ive.  whi lc the European
Nerv Le[t  u,as reading srrch pol i t ical  rvorrks as Reimur Reiche's SextLal i t t
ar td c lass S/rrrge/e (1968),  the r \nrcr ican lefr  r t 'as reacl ine commercial
bcst-sel lers l ike Chzrr lcs Reich's ' fhe Creenine ol  Anter i rn ( tSZO).

The i \ rner icarr  nanre-sake of  \Vi lhelnt  Reich is sr_rch an easy rarser
sirnplv bearrse he c:rrr ied the tenclencies in i rerent in Roszak, Goodman,
and Rcich to rheir  logical  conclr :s ions.  I f  the problcm of pol i t ics is that  of
ps'chological  rn iser l  ,  thcn rhe ctrre for  pol i t ics is psl .chological  thcrapy.
l -he retreat into mvst ic:zr l  consciotrsness of  Roszak is replacecl  by char les
Reir .h rr ' i th i r  n lore c:entral  cal l  to " .qet  o l r r  heads together."  The nerv
consciorrsness that Rcic l i  sceks is i tsel f  the pol i t ical  revol t r t ion.

\ \ 'e nrrrsr  no lonscr r lepcnd rvhol ly upon Jrol i t ical  or  legal  act iv isnr,
up()n stru( t r r r l r l  r :h:rr . rgt ,  r rpon l iberal  or  ever l  racl ical  assrral ts on ex-
ist ing porr-cr .  Sr-rch rrret l rods,  used exr: lusively,  are certain to fa i l .  The
onlv plun th:rr  wi l l  srrcccecl  is  orre that  rv i l l  be greeted bv most social
acr iv ists rv i rh disbcl i t , l  i rnd dispar:rscrnel t r ,  1er i t  is  ent i rc ly real ist ic-
the onlv m{,uns th:r t  is  rcal ist ic,  g iverr  the nattrrc oI  rhe conremporar l .
.St : r t t ' :  r t ' r 'o l t r t ion bv consr iousnt 'ss. l {

Su<.h plonouncenrcnts rvoulc l  be as laughal l le as Reich's analysis of
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' .e l iberat ing ef fects of  bel l -bot tom jeans u'ere i t  not  rhar such an ap-
proac:h f i t  in rvel l  rv i th nrur-h of  the American Nerr '  Lefr .  \ l 'here social
revolut . ion at  the Ieve I  o[  "ge t t i r rg a nen'  head" replaces pol i r ics,  rhere is
I i t t le to be expectccl  in the rr ,av of  strccesslul  reform.

-fhe problen) t l tat  confr 'onts Gt>o<lntan, Roszak, and Chal les Reich
is thzrt  in jucl .g ing so<ietv br the u 'av i t  " feels" ps.vchological l l , ,  rhey lose
object ive standurrds.  , \s Reic l ' r  h imsel f  rvas prais ing the "counter cul ture"
i t  was alrelrdl '  bcing r lcvourt 'd and resold by,  the sysrem i tsel f .  The pop
ctr l t r r re ancl  exper i t 'ncc oI  psvchedel ic consciotrsness could casi ly be ab-
sorbcd l t r td rr t i l izct l  bv those inst i tut ions rvhir .h strJ:posedl l  rvere threa-
tened bl  i ts  pse r-rdo-r 'evolrr t ionarv Consciotrsness I I I .  Nlarcuse had wrir ten
abotr t  srr< l r  " re1>r. t 'ss ivc c lesrrbl i rnat ion" in Otte Dir tensional  XIan and his
srrst : r int ' r l  r : r i t i r l r re oI  thc al l -pen'asive rat ional i tv oI  modcrn society.
f  is ing l tsr '<.hoanulvt ic thertr . r ' ,  t r larcuse pointed oLrt  the repressive narure
oI u cul t t r rc r , r ' ] r i r : l r  t rses ple:rsrr t .e ant l  p lav to reinforce rather thun threaren
the exist i r re ins ' i t t r t ions ol  product ion.  Such a cr i t ical  perspect ive is ab-
sent in t l t t ' rvt i t i r tgs o[  t ] rose u 'ho see sel f - inclulgence uncl  consciousness-
rais i r rq i ls  t l r ( '  r l l ( ) t ( ) r  oI  rcvolut ionarv act iv i t r ' .

t r l l r rctrst '  l r rovir les a corrvenient contrast  to thosc t ' l ro h;rve subst i -
t r - r tccl  l tsvcholoeicul  t l tcr i r l>r ' f  or  pol i t ics.  His insistence thi l r  even ps'choa-
nalysis bc f ixer l  i r t to rr  h istor ical  f rar lervork is in opposi t ion ro thoservho
rvish to srr l lsrrnrr '  1:ol i t i<:s t rnder pslchologr ' .  Perhaps the moit  ext lerne
stat( :nr( 'nt  t t f  such a posi t i ( )n appeared near ly at  the sarne r imc as l \ ' Iar-
cf . rsc 's l int .s.  unt !  Ci t , i l i :at ion.  Norman O. Brorvn's Li fe .Tgainst  Deat l t
(1959) is o[ tcn r l iscrrsscd in conj t rnct ion rv i th Nlarcuse's studl ' ,  and their
exclr : r r rg*t '  i r r  Contnt tntary nraqazine shed acldi t ional  l ight  upon iheir
<l ivt ' r 'gt ' r r t  i r r tcr 'pr .ctat ions oI  Freud.

lJ l r>u'n 's confront:r t iorr  n ' i t ] r  Freucl  bcs:rn in 1953, re srr l tecl  in I - i Ie
Asair t .st  Deat l t ,  anr l  ctr lnr i r r : r tcd iu l -ot ,e 's Body ( l9 i i6) . r5 I r  nr ight  bc said
thir t  Bror ln sau'  in Frerr t l  not  onl l  , i i  sor l rce of  nrethod for hernrerrer-r t ic
i r r tcr l ; r ' r ' ta l ior t ,  l l t r t  a lso u l )ath to nr\ :st ic isrn and strbjct ive exper ience. I I
Roszuk olr . iects t ( )  t l le "obie(t i \e consciousncss" of  the technological  so-
ciet ,v,  I l r r ru 'n sccks es(al)c '  f ronr object iv in '  i tsel f .  Freuci  presented the key
to su<h i t r )  ( 'sc i l l )e l t1 '< l iscover ing the rrnconscious, the realrn o[  non-
rcpressi !e l ik ' .  Brorr ' r r  t lkcs Frcr,rc l  in opposi te direct ions than the neo-
Frcrrr l i l r r ts : r r r r l  l lchavior ' : r l  l tsvchologists;  he emplol 's  a l l  of  thc most
spcctr l i r t ivc rrnd tentat ive of  Frerrc l 's  theor ies.  fhe at ternpr is to tu ln Freud
into tht 'prr l l r l rct  oI  a rrrvst ic isrn [ount l  t leep lv i th in r l re ic l .

- I ' l r r rs Brorr ' r r  s\vc( ' l )s ()ut  ( ) f  \  ie\ \ '  eren thing brr t  un urbi t r : r r i lv  s i rnpl i f ied
"r ' r r t t rnr l  t t ' r t t lcr tcv oI  t l r t ' lyrr l r " 'uncl  thc dct 'J>est,  t r r tcor. tsciotrs,  r t 'h i r .h is
r t<rrr '  t r rkt 'n t<l  l r t " ' ( l r t " r torurtc l ta l '  rcal i ty oI  ourselvcs."  - lh is int ,er led
Trnt t .st t r tdrr t ln1r.rrrr  is  n() t  thc out(omc oI  Brorvn's strrdv oI  Fretrd but
l l r t l t t ' r  t l t t '  qort ' r ' t r i r tg t I reolo.qv behirr t l  th l t  strrr l r ' . l6

Yt ' t ,  that  strrc l r  oI  Frcrrd is i r rdeed i rnpressive.  Bron,rr  focuscs upon
Frcrrr l 's  t l rcor l '  of  tht '  t r r rconscious and i ts develoJrmenr ro\v: t rd eqo-
nrt i ( )n i r l i t ) ' .  - fhe lost  c l inrcrrs i r>n of  psychoanalvsis is i rs rheorv of  the
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freedorn of  the id and the pleasure found pr ior  to repressive c iv i l izar ion' .
Brorvn fol lo lvs thernes sinr i lar  to Nlarcuse's analysis:  the l iberat ing nature
o[ art ,  the t i rnelessness of  the unconscious, the ser iousness o[  the death
inst inct .  ln l ; rct ,  Brown is rnore consistent than - \ l ; r rcuse in his rc jecr ion
of relr rcssiorr  per se and his entbracing of  the id and polymorphous Jtcr-
versi t l ' .  tsut  i f  tsrorvn is nrore thorough in his pursui t  of 'sexual i ty (both
reject  Rcich's prcoccupat ion wi th the geni ta l ) ,  Marcuse is nrore pol i t ical
and rr l t i rn:r te l1,  nrore Freudian in his respect for  "real i ty."

Blorvn carries psvchoanalysis awav from tring a theory of holr' rhe
unr:orrscious con[rol) ts real i ry (dialect ical ly progressine rorr 'ards con-
scious eeo- lat ional i tv) .  Brorvn suggests instead an over-arching ideal ism
rvhir :h secks tc l  overcorne the dual i ry berrveen objecr ive and subjecr ive.  As
NIar.cu.se complained: "The r . rn i tv o[  subjecr and object  is  a halh-nark o[
absolrr te ic leal isrn;  horver,er,  even Hegel retainecl  the tension bcnveen the
t\ , ,o,  t l )e c l is t inct ion."rT The interprerat ion c j f  Freud forrnd in Li le Atain.st
I)eaLlt opr:ned the pathn'ay frtr the nl,vstical retrear front realitv u'hich
bl t ;sscrmed in Loue' .s IJod\.

Blot 'n 's in i t ia l  rcrreat inrvard uia the t l reor l ,  of  the ur iconscious
<tr lnr in l r tes in his wholesale rejcct ion of  object iv i ry and histor,v i tsel f :
" l - r 'er l , th ing is s l , rnbol ic,  ever) ' rh ing a parable."rs This reject ion o[  real i t r .
is  fo l l r t r r 'e<l  by a retreat into a myst ic ism o[ the bod1,.  As real i tv is negated
by w-a1'  of  the mvst ic 's exper ience, so rhe " fa lse" dicotomy of  object i r ,e and
subject ive is negated. The rvound rvhich c iv i l izar ior-r  inf l ic ts is rat ional i tv,
objecr i r , i r l , ,  t i rne,  and ( learh.  In short ,  the problem of man is NIan.

- fhc ant i - rat ional ism is obvious in Brou,n's rvork.  and i t  leai ls hirn
to the expccred arrack up() l t  pt- l i i t ics,  rhe personi f icat ion of  real in. .  "Over-
coming the wor ld;  overrhrolv ine the government;  overrhrolv ing the .qo-
vernrr)ent o[  t ] re real i t ,v pr inciple.  which is thc pr ince of  darkness, t ] re
r t r ler  of  the darkness of  th is rvor ld."20 N{vst ical  exper ience overcomes rhe
dr-ral i ty o[  the rvor ld,  and hcnce sees pol i t ics as r ied to repression.

To see is to see through. Pol i t ical  org:rnizat ion is theatr ical  organizat ion,
the ; tu l t l ic  rezr l rn.  r r ' l rcre . rppe;trance-s, .merhing that is being seen ant l
hcarr l  bv or]r t ' rs as l 'e l l  as orrrselves-const i tutes real i t l  . 'T, t  see t l t rotr .qh
this shorv;  ro sct '  the invis ib le re:r l i t1 ;  to pur an end to pol i t ics.20

It  is  no vu'onder rhat Nlarcuse objected ro Brorvn's ant i -pol i t ical
r( ' t reat  u 'h ich sugsests not a "ne\,v rat ional i t \ ' , "  but  " the s imple ncgar ion
oI ral ior l t l i ty ."2t

Nlarctrse'S cr i t ique o[  Brorvn exempl i f ies the dist inct ion berh'een
their  uses of  Freucl-both r ld ical ,  )  et  one ant i -pol i t ical  and one dist inct lv
pol i t ical .  As Bron,n sees ever)  th ing "object ive" as symbol ic of  rhe sexual ,
Marcuse sees the s1'mbols of  sexu:r l i ty  rv i th in the context  of  thc histor ical .
Tfre cssence oI  Nlarcuse's cr i r iqr-re is t l iat  lvhi le history may have :r  svnr-
bol ic s ide,  i t  is  a lso a ver) '  real  problern.

- fhc King rnav bc:rn erected penis.  and l ' r is  re lat ion to the conlnluni tv
mat be inter-coursc;  but unfortrrnatelv,  i t  is  a lso sornethinq vcrr ,d i [ [er t . r r t
anr l  lcss pleasant and more real .22



, ,  h i lc  Brown unr lerst : rna ,n.  ,u*f- l ic  n;rrure of  pol i r ics,  he fa i ls to ac-
knol ' ledge thtr t  svmlxr ls are nor the real  th ing,  but onl .v jusr rhar,  svm-
bols.  Analrs is at  the level  of  svmbols is appropr inte lor  Jrs l ,choanalvsis as
a method oI  unr lerstarrdin.q.  brrr  nor as a modc of  pol i t ical  acr i r . i r \ ' .  FIcnce,
I l ror .vn ncvcr confrorr ts t l . re rr 'or ld oI  h istor ic:r l  events:  "he is str t rck ni th
the t ime-honored qr-randarv oI  psvchoarral 'usis:  t l re l i rp lace is : r  ; renis
symbol.  brr t  i t  a lso ge ts vou in a couplc oI  l iotrrs f ronr Be r l i r r  to \ / i ( .nna."23
If  the r .vor ld oI  a i r l> lanes (and pol i t ics)  is  sr . r r rbol ic,  i t  a lso is de:rdlv
5er lou5.

I l ron' t t 's  retreat l rorr t  1>ol i t ics i r r to a rvor lc l  of  psvclr ic rher i l l ) \ ' l l laces
the l turc lcn o[  chrrnsc ul)() l ]  the incl iv ic l r ra l .  So long as rhe kins sces
hirnst ' l f  . ls  s()nr(- th inq othcr than an crectcd penis,  the pol i r ical  rvor lc l  rv i l l
exist  outs ic lc the leal ln o[  rnvst ical  exl ier ience. In rhe encl ,  a l l  rnvsr ic ism,
' , r 'hcthcr : l  retreir t  f r 'orn t l rc bodr or into t l rc bor l r ' ,  is  d ist inct lv opJ_rosct l  to
J:ol i t i r :s.  Nlarcirse cal ls [ ] rorr 'n to tusk for  th is.  Inclcecl .  a l l  rhoseivh<t rreat
psrcl ' ro logical  therapl 'as a sul tst i t r r te for  pol i t ics (or:rs i r re levant to i t )
fo l lorv th i r t  conscrr . 'at ive tcnclen<:r '  in Freud himsel f .  I ia i l ing ro rcrosrr izc
the l t is tor ical  t tature of  psvcholosical  c lorninat ion r) le lns fa i l ing ro rccos-
r t izc the l rossibi l i t i t 's  oI  qcnrr ine.  l i l terat i r rg pol i t ical  acr i l  i r \ ' .  T]rc dis-
agr( 'crnent l l t ' t rvccn Brorr ' r r  and I larcuse represents ntore th i rn the
symbol ic f ight ing o[  brc lhers;  i t  s t rggests the t r lo racl ical l l ,  d ivergent
paths to\ \ 'a lc l  rvhic l r  pslchoanalvsis points.  Behincl  thc svmbol ic f ight ing
oI I ] .onrulr>rrs anr l  Rcrnrrs l ies t l rc actual  h isrr t r ical  founcl ing of  a pol i r l ' -
t rLr l r  rn()r 'c  i rn l ) ( ) r tant  t l rarr  thc m1th.  \ \ 'hen the svrnbol ic takes pront i -
r )en(:( :  over t l lc  h istOrir :a l  i tsel f .  ool i t ics is lost .

Con< lusion

' I - l rc 
l rsvcht>:rnalvt ic concern rv i th t l re srrbjecr i r  c ; rncl  i rs rc lated em-

plrasis ul)on t l ) ( ' r ' l lpv [ot  the sel I  became inrport ; rnt  tenets u ' i t l r in racl ical
social  t l rorrqh I  i r r  .Arncr icu.  NIore immrrne to r ig id ancl  dosmat ic
Nlutx isrrr ,  : \ r r r t : r ' ic : rn radical  t l reor ists of ten have [al len r-rndcr the srr 'a1'oI  a
t l r t ' r ' : r1r t ' r r l i t  (  on( ( ' l ) t i ( )n of  pol i t ics- the l ro l i t ics oI  hrrrrr i rn l i l le rar ion or '
st ' l f - [u l l i l lnr t ' r r t .  \ \ ' i lhelrn Reich's foctrs t rport  scxrr i r l i { r 'ancl  thc ol .qusrn
[orrrr t l  i ts  n l rv i r r to nr<l i t l r  l  social  t [ roueht in the al terccl  gtr ise o[  "eert i r rg

<lnr"s l r t ' : r r l  Ioqt ' t l r t ' r "  or-  "( lonsciousncss I I I "  r l r  t l r t '  scxrral  rcvolut i r>n
i tst ' l l .  i \ \ ' i t r r t 'ss [orrrrcr ' \ \ 'c ; r t l r t ' r1>elsorr  J l rne ,^\ lpct  i r r  C]rou, ing ( 'p Ltnt ler-
qrot t t t r l  (1 l )Ul) :  "Org:rsnts iu( ' t l le rnost I )o l i t i ( 'a l  srr l> j r '<t  thclc is.") \ ' i r r rkc-
lovi<lr 's  ovt ' t - t 's t i rn i l t i ( ) t )  r i I  t l tc  l ) ( ) \ \ 'cr  oI  rx l rc l i r r rents in l i festr lc urrd thc
s<' i r r r  l t  Ior  s<' l f - l r r l f  i l l r r t r 'nt  ref l t 'c : ts i r  t let 'p-rootccl  l rncl  l r . l r t i i t ionrr l  r r r is i r r tcr-

l ) r ( ' l i r t ion ol  l lo l i t i< 's.  l 'o l i l ics rr t ; rv lc l r t l  to ch:rrrgt 's  in I i fest t lc  as t r 'e l l  as
rI inr i r r is l r  ot  t ' t t l r : t t t< ' t ' t l t t 'sc i r rch for  scl f - f r r l f i l l rnent:  horvt ' r 'er ,  ch; lnf{ ing
l i [ r 's tv l t 's  or  prr lsrr inrs sel f  - l r r l f i l l rnent is n() t  i tsel f  l r r i l i t i r :s or c\ . ' ( ] r )  u srr [ [ i -
t  i t ' r r t  sLrbst i l r r t t '  lor  i t .  I ;usr in:r t ion u i th the se l f  of fos l i t t lc  to rc(orrrrrrerrd
l()  t l r ( )s( ' r r ' l ro lurrc n() t  \et  solvcr l  t l re plobl t ' rns of  sc 'arc i t r ' ,  lu l tor ,  arrd
prot l r r< l iorr .  5r ' i l - l ' t r l l i l l r r rc l r t  is  : r  l t rxtur r ( 'servcd fot  those rv l ro alre;rdv
<'rr  jov t l rc l lcrr t  f  i ls  of  a st '< ' r r r t '  : rncl  . j  t rst  pol i t ics.
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